
ADOPTION FILINGS
What documents do I need?



Contents of the Petition Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-116

Stepparent Adoption

The parties:  Petitioner is the stepparent and the legal parent is Co-Petitioner

Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-117(f)

where the stepparent of a stepchild seeks to adopt a stepchild, the co-signing of the petition by the child's parent who is the spouse of the 
petitioner shall not affect the existing parent/child legal relationship between that parent and the parent's child who is the subject of the 
adoption petition by the stepparent of the child.

Documents:

Marriage Certificate

Divorce Certificate (if previously married to someone else)



Contents of the Petition Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-116

The Child
(B) The name used for the child in the proceeding. 

(C) The birth date, state, and county or country of birth of the child, if known;

Documents:

Child’s Birth Certificate



Content of the Petition Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-116

Other Legal/Putative Parent

Do you have one?
Legal Parent Definition: 36-1-102(30)
Putative Father Definition 36-1-102(45)

Possibly?? Alleged biological father
Waiver of Interest and Notice 36-1-111(s)(5)

Was married to a man who is not the biological father?
Denial of Paternity and Notice by Legal Father 36-1-111(t)(5)
Credible proof not the biological father

Otherwise Documents needed:
Consent pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-116(f)
Death Certificate
T



Payment Disclosure Form to be filed with Petition Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-
116(b)(1)(P)
(P)(i) Whether the petitioners have paid, or promised to pay, any money, fees, contributions, or other 
remuneration or thing of value in connection with the birth, placement or the adoption of the child, 
and if so, to or from whom, the specific amount, and the specific purpose for which these were paid or 
promised;

(ii) The disclosure required by this subdivision (b)(1)(P) shall specifically include whether any 
attorney's fees or medical expenses or counseling fees and the other expenses permitted under §§ 36-
1-108 and 36-1-109 or any other fees, remuneration, or contribution, were paid or promised in 
connection with the child's birth, placement, or adoption and if so, to whom, the specific amount and 
the specific purpose for which they were paid or promised;

(iii) The disclosure required by this subdivision (b)(1)(P) shall also specifically include the amount of 
fees paid to any licensed child-placing agency or licensed clinical social worker in connection with the 
placement of the child;

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000039&cite=TNSTS36-1-108&originatingDoc=NAB9E80A03B1C11F09C29D7DF926EB574&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=b63f279876a7413b9d006ac7e677f7a7&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000039&cite=TNSTS36-1-109&originatingDoc=NAB9E80A03B1C11F09C29D7DF926EB574&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=b63f279876a7413b9d006ac7e677f7a7&contextData=(sc.Category)




Putative Father Registry Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-116(b)(M)

If paternity has been confirmed by DNA you do not have to do the putative 
father registry but you have to say so in your petition.  Recommended that you 
file the DNA testing results with your petition or the Parentage Order that 
references that paternity was confirmed by DNA testing.  If the child was 
conceived and born in Tennessee then you only have to check Tennessee.  



Request Form





Putative Father Registry Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-116(b)(M)

If the child was conceived or born somewhere else, you will need to also check with that state –
if the have a putative father registry.  If that state will not permit you access, charges an 
unreasonable fee, or does not respond in 30 days, you can ask the Court to waive this 
requirement.  But you have to show that you made diligent effort to identify a possible 
putative father.

These states do not maintain a registry for unmarried fathers to document their paternity:

Alaska, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 
Mississippi, Nevada, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, Rhode Island,
South Dakota, Vermont, Washington, West Virginia.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c866b3026dcb542d8b288c357f23dd27556bfe342eaae4b251d5cf9b0e0f12b7JmltdHM9MTc2MjQ3MzYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=2a273680-5bc9-6494-05ec-20b35aa9655c&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9hZG9wdGlvbmNvdW5jaWwub3JnL3Jlc291cmNlcy1hbmQtdHJhaW5pbmcvaW1wb3J0YW50LWFkb3B0aW9uLWxhd3MvcHV0YXRpdmUtZmF0aGVyLXJlZ2lzdHJpZXMtc3RhdGUtYnktc3RhdGUv&ntb=1








Relative Adoption

Not everyone is a relative
Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-1-102(46)

“Related” means grandparents or any degree of great-grandparents, aunts or 
uncles, or any degree of great-aunts or great-uncles, or stepparent, or cousins 
of the first degree, or first cousins once removed, or any siblings of the whole 
or half degree or any spouse of the above listed relatives;



Documents

Petitioner is single but previously married
● Divorce Decree or Death Certificate
Petitioners are married
● Marriage Certificate

Child
● Child’s birth Certificate



Non-Relative Adoption Home Study 
Tenn Code Ann. 36-1-116

(a)(1) Prior to filing a petition for the adoption of a child, the prospective adoptive parents shall, except as 
otherwise provided by law, contact a licensed child-placing agency, or a licensed clinical social worker, or 
if indigent under federal poverty guidelines, they shall, except as otherwise provided by law, contact the 
department, and request a home study or a preliminary home study concerning the suitability of their 
home and themselves as adoptive parents; provided, that the court may waive this requirement when the 
child is to be adopted by related persons.

(2) To be valid for use in response to the order of reference issued pursuant to subsection (e), the home 
study must have been completed or updated within one (1) year prior to the date of the order of reference. 
The preliminary home study must have been completed within thirty (30) days prior to the filing of the 
petition.





Prior to Finalization

Motion to Waive Home Study and Six (6) Month waiting period
Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-119 if Relative or Stepparent Adoption

Home Study if Non-Relative Adoption

Attorney Fee Affidavit

Certificate of Adoption



File Final Decree of Adoption

Final Decree Contents 
Tenn. Code Ann. 36-1-120



After Finalization

Send Certified copy of Final decree to Vital Records with Certificate of 
Adoption and $30.00

Instruct Petitioners that after they receive New Birth Certificate, they 
must go to Social Security Office with New Birth Certificate and 
Certified Copy of Adoption Decree and obtain New Social Security Card
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