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Overview of the 20th Judicial District

The 20th Judicial District has two civil courts, Circuit Court and Chancery Court, and one Criminal
Court, although Circuit Court also hears some criminal matters.

The Circuit Court is divided into eight “divisions,” and each division is commonly referred to as a
“circuit court.” For example, Circuit Court, Division I, is known as “1st Circuit Court.”

4th Circuit Court is specifically designated to hear domestic relations matters; 3rd Circuit Court also
primarily hears domestic relations matters.

7th Circuit Court is specifically designated to hear probate matters.

The Chancery Court is divided into four “parts,” Parts I, Il, lll, and IV.

The Criminal Court is divided into six “divisions,” Divisions I, I, Ill, IV, V, and VI.

In these rules, the word “Court,” with an upper case “C,” refers to the Circuit, Chancery, and
Criminal Courts. The word “court,” with a lower case “c,” refers to the divisions and parts of the
Circuit, Chancery, and Criminal Courts.

GENERAL RULES

RULE1+-—RULE 1 RULES OF COURT: APPLICABILITY, PURPOSE AND
DEFINITIONS

§ 1.01—__Adoption of Rules

These rules replace all previous local rules.

& 1.02—__ Applicability

(a=) GeneralAppheability=—Rules, Unless—otherwise-indicated-bya—partictlarrule;
Rules 1 threugh— 8 apply to all types of cases in the-Circuit, Chancery, and Criminal and-Prebate
courtsir-DPavidsen—CeuntyCourts, unless a rule says otherwise. When a rule applies only to a
particular type of case (e.g., civil cases or criminal cases), it applies to all cases of that type
regardless of which court is hearing the case.

Each court may have chamber rules that more specifically address matters in these Local
Rules, or other requirements. Chamber rules are available on the Clerks’ websites or from each
trial court.




(b—Rules-Applicableto-) Criminal€asesOnly- Court Rules. Rules 9 threugh—
17 pertainapply only to criminal cases, unless expressty—stateda rule says otherwise-in—these
FeHes:.

(c=) Civil Court Rules—Applicable—to——Civil——Cases—Only-
. Rules 18 threugh— 36 apply only pertain—to civil cases, unless expresshy——stateda rule says
otherwse—m—t—hese—Fques—GeFtam

Some civil proceedings, such as demestic,probate,—conservatorship,—guardianshipand

administrative appeals, domestic relations cases, adoptions, probate cases, conservatorships,
and guardianships have special procedures whichthat control those cases. {See Local Rules §
25, 37, 38, and 39—t and-totheextent. Where these rules are inconsistent with saehthose
special procedures, the special procedures shah-control.

§1.03— Purpose of Rules

The courts Fhese—+ruteswill be—construed—to—seeure—simpheityinconstrue the Local Rules to

mplify procedure, fairress—in—administration,—and—the—elimination—ofunjustifiableadminister
cases fairly, and eliminate unnecessary expense and delay. FheJudge-erChancelerwill deviate
frem—theseJudges and Chancellors may suspend or vary a local rites—enty—inthe-exceptional
easesrule where justice se-requires.

§1.04— Definitions

The following definitions apply to terms used in these rules:

<(a) Clerk:_ The Circuit Court Clerk, the Clerk & Master of the Chancery Court, and
the Criminal Court Clerk, as applicable, or their designees-

o(b) Calendar Clerk: The deputy clerk assigned to a particular division—or—part:
Chancery court

(c) In-Court Clerk: The deputy clerk assigned to a particular Criminal court

(d) Assignment Clerk: The deputy clerk who administers the Circuit Court’s central
assignment system

e(e) Case Coordinator: _The trial court staff member who coordinates judicial
settlement conferences-

o(f) Tenn. R. Civ. P.: Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure-
+(g) Tenn. R. Crim. P.: Tennessee Rules of Criminal Procedure-

(h) Tenn. Code Ann.: Tennessee Code Annotated

(i) Tenn. Sup. Ct. R: Rules of the Supreme Court of Tennessee

(i) References to “attorney” or “counsel” include self-represented parties, except in
Local Rule § 5.04; and references to “party” or “parties” include attorneys or
counsel, where appropriate

& 1.05—__ Citation

These rules may be cited as "Local Rule § -8

RULE 2:— THE PRESIDING JUDGE

Every other year, the Judges and Chancellors of the 20th Judicial District select a Fre
Presiding Judge;—selected pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. §FEA—§-_16-2-509 and RuleTenn. Sup.




Ct. R. 11 eftheRules-ofthe Supreme-Coeurtof Fennessee—wilto supervise the administration of
the trial-courts—Courts.

RULE 3— CASE ASSIGNMENT AND DISPOSITION-6FEASES

8§ 3.01 —__Initial Assignment of All Cases

The Judges efand Chancellors have ordered the various—courts-will-adeptamethodforthe

inttialassigrmentefmethods by which cases are initially assigned to a particular givisien-e+rpart
aﬁekeﬂteeaﬂﬂardeﬁe%haeeﬁ—eeecourt The elerkClerks may not assrgn a case to a ﬁartreulrar

court by any other method

§ 3.02—__ All Matters in the Same Division or Part

Once a case has been assigned_to a court, all matters in the case will be heard in that
division—er—partcourt, except as referred to in Local Rule-Rules §§ 27.06 and 27.07 for Circuit
Court jury and nonjury cases.

8§ 3.03— Interchange of Judges

___Whennecessary-for-theefficientadministration-efjustice;aA Judge or Chancellor may hear
and determine any matter by interchange for another Judge or Chancellor without the-recessity

ef-transferring the case from one court to another-erfrem-enepartor-division-toanether—.

& 3.04—TFransfer-of Transferring Cases

___ The Presiding Judge may transfer a case from one court to another-erfrem-ene-divisiente
anrether—The. Judges and Chancellors efthe 20thJudicial- BistrieEmay agree by order to transfer

cases among themselves—by—mutual-consent-, except in cases of recusal—t-is+retnecessary
that, without the consent of parties or their-counsel-censentteosuchatransfer—.

& 3.05—__ Motions to Transfer

____A party requesting ato transfer of-a case wil-ebtainafrom one court to another must file a
motion to transfer erder—fremin the court £ein which the case is assigned. If athe motion to
transfer is prompted by a pending related case, absent-exceptional-circumstances,—the-transfer
mustthe newer case should be assigredtransferred to the court with the oldest pending related
er-companion-case.

8§ 3.06—€enselidation-of-___Consolidating Cases

__ Cases must be as&gﬂeeke%aﬂsﬁerred%ependmg the same dMﬁeﬂﬂstaFtcourt before
they can be consolidated. d i

ﬁaFH&whrehJeheease&teCases can only be consolrdated areeassqtgﬂeekon motron at the Judqe s

or Chancellor’s discretion.

RULE 4-—_COURT SESSIONS

Regular court sessions efceurt-witlepenbegin at 9:00 a.m. eratsueh-othercentral time, or
as the court directs. Judges—and, attorneys—wil, self-represented parties, and anyone
participating in hearings should be prompt atfor all court sessions.




RULE 5—_CONDUCT OF COUNSEL AND OTHER COURT PARTICIPANTS
§5.01— Counsel of Record; Entry of Appearance

__ All counsel who have-enteredenter an appearance in a case wil-beare counsel of record.

Entry-efCounsel may enter an appearance wil-be-made-in-one-ef-thefolewing-ways:-by:

+—afiledrequest-by-counsel-to-the-clerk-that-an-appearance-be-entered;
2—thefiling efpleadings:

3-(a) thefiling-ofafermala notice of appearance;

(b) filing pleadings;

(c) appearing as counsel on behalf of a party without having filed a notice of limited
scope representation or notice of limited appearance (see Tenn. R. Civ. P.
appearancell.01(b));

4-(d) appearing as counsel at an arraignment; or

5-(e) court appointment-by-the-Court—.

& 5.02—_ Withdrawal of Counsel

No attorney may beaHewed-te-withdraw as counsel of record except-fergeed-—causeand by
leave of court for good cause upon motion after notice to all parties—, including the withdrawing
attorney’s client, and order entered.

To effect efficient arraignment dockets in Criminal Court, any attorney appointed to
represent _an indigent defendant in Davidson County General Sessions Criminal Court under
Davidson County General Session Criminal Court Local Rule of Practice 2 must provide written
notice to the Clerk and the defendant immediately upon the conclusion of the General Sessions
criminal matter whether or not counsel is willing to accept appointment at arraignment in

Criminal Court.

§ 5.03 [Deleted]

8§ 5.04—__Conduct of Counsel

NBA PROFESSIONALISM COMMITTEE
LAWYER'S CREED OF PROFESSIONALISM

Preamble

PREAMBLE

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dignity, integrity and independence
and a duty to make the system of justice work fairly and efficiently. In order to carry out
that responsibility, a lawyer must comply with the letter and spirit of the disciplinary
standards applicable to all lawyers, as well as conducting himself or herself in accordance



with the following Creed of Professionalism when dealing with a client, adverse parties, their
counsel, the Courts and the general public.

WITH RESPECT TO MY CLIENT:

1.
2.

I will advise my client of my adherence to this Creed;

I will be loyal and committed to my client's cause, but I will not permit that loyalty and
commitment to interfere with my judgment or ability to provide my client with objective
and independent advice;

I will endeavor to achieve my client's lawful objectives in all matters of representation
as expeditiously and economically as possible;

In approaching cases, I will counsel my client with respect to mediation, arbitration, and
other alternative methods of resolving disputes;

I will advise my client against pursuing litigation (or any other course of action) that is
without merit and against insisting on tactics which are intended to delay improperly
resolution of a matter or to harass or to drain the financial resources of an adverse
party;

I will advise my client that civility and courtesy are expected and are consistent with
zealous representation;

While I must abide by my client's decision concerning the objectives of the
representation, I nevertheless will counsel my client that a willingness to initiate or
engage in settlement discussions is consistent with zealous and effective representation.

WITH RESPECT TO ADVERSE PARTIES AND THEIR COUNSEL:

1.

10.

I will conduct myself with candor, in a spirit of cooperation and scrupulously observe all
agreements and mutual understandings;

I will be courteous and civil, both in oral and in written communications;
I will not knowingly make statements of fact or of law that are untrue;

I will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time or for waiver of procedural
formalities when the legitimate interests of my client will not be adversely affected;

I will endeavor to consult with adverse counsel before making scheduling decisions and
before any required rescheduling, and I will cooperate with adverse counsel when
scheduling changes are requested;

I will not use litigation or any other course of conduct to abuse or harass, such as seeking
discovery which is clearly improper, abusive or excessive, or seeking sanctions or
disqualification unless it is justified both by my client's lawful objective and by the
interests of justice;

I will not use tactics which are intended to delay improperly resolution of a matter or to
harass or to drain the financial resources of an adverse party;

In all matters of legal representation I will conduct myself with dignity, avoid making
groundless objections and refrain from engaging in acts of rudeness or disrespect,
including making disparaging personal remarks toward adverse parties, counsel and
withesses and making demeaning comments regarding race, religion, national origin or
genders;

I will not provide drafts of time sensitive documents or serve pleadingpleadings, motions
or briefs on another party or counsel at such a time or in such a manner as will unfairly
limit the other party's opportunity to respond;

In business transactions I will not unreasonably quarrel over irrelevant matters of form
or style, but will concentrate on matters of substance and content;



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

I will attempt to prepare and revise documents which correctly reflect the agreement of
the parties, and will not purposely include provisions which have not been agreed upon
or purposely omit provisions which are necessary to reflect the agreement of the parties;

I will clearly identify, for other counsel or parties, all changes that I have made in
documents submitted to me for review;

Where consistent with my client's interest, I will communicate with adverse counsel in
an effort to avoid litigation and to resolve litigation that has actually commenced;

I will not take action adverse to the interests of a party known to be represented by
counsel without notice to adversary counsel sufficient to permit a response;

I shall respond promptly to attempts by other lawyers to contact me whether by
telephone or by correspondence.

WITH RESPECT TO THE COURTS AND OTHER TRIBUNALS:

1.

10.

I will be a vigorous and zealous advocate on behalf of my client, while recognizing, as
an officer of the Court, that excessive zeal may be detrimental to my client's interests
as well as to the proper functioning of our system of justice;

I will treat with respect the Court, members of the jury, witnesses, adverse parties and
adverse counsel;

I will voluntarily withdraw claims or defenses when it becomes apparent that they do
not have merit;

I will make every effort to agree with other counsel, as early as possible, on a voluntary
exchange of information and on a plan for discovery;

I will attempt to resolve, by agreement, my objections to matters contained in my
opponent's pleading and discovery requests;

When hearings or depositions have to be canceled, I will notify adverse counsel, and, if
appropriate, the Court as early as possible;

Before setting dates for hearings or trials (or if that is not feasible, immediately
thereafter) I will attempt to verify the availability of key participants and witnesses so
that I can promptly notify the Court and adverse counsel of any likely problem in that
regard;

I will be punctual in attending Court hearings and depositions;
I will be candid with the Court at all times;

I will refrain from commentary that reflects or references race, religion, national origin
or gender in a demeaning fashion.

WITH RESPECT TO THE PUBLIC AND TO OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE:

1.

The law is a learned profession and I am committed to its goals of devotion to public
service and improvement of the administration of justice;

I will keep myself current in the areas in which I practice and, when necessary, will
associate with, or refer my client to counsel knowledgeable in another field of practice;
I will be mindful that the law is a self-regulated profession and it is my duty to report
unprivileged knowledge of any violation of D.R. 1-102;

I will be mindful of the need to protect the interests of the public and promote the image
of the justice system in the eyes of the public when considering methods and contents
of advertising;

I will contribute my talents, time, resources and civic influence on behalf of those
persons who cannot afford adequate legal assistance and those organizations which
serve the public good;



6. I will give of my talents and time to the organized bar to better the professional
education of the bar, assist in efforts to improve the law, aid in efforts to assist
colleagues and to promote public understanding of the justice system.

§ 5.05—Setting- Attorney FeesFee Awards

__ Whenever itis-recessary-forthe court is requested to determine fees-efatterreysan attorney
fee award, the attorney willmust file an affidavit setting—forth—an—itemizedstatement—ofor
declaration listing the service providers, the services renderedprovided, the time;—=a-suggestien
of spent, the suggested fee to—be—awarded—along—with—a—statement—oefaward, and other
pertinentrelevant facts, including butrettimited-te-thatthose required byunder Tenn. Sup. Ct.
R. 8, RPC § 1.5, applicable case law, and suehany other information as-may-berequested-by
the-eeurt—the court requests, to allow the court to determine whether the fees were reasonable
and necessary.

8§ 5.06—ContactingJudge Ex Parte Communications

No attorney or Neither—ceunselnera—party to a pending action witmay communicate ex
parte with the Judge or Chancellor before whom the matter is pending except eensistent-withas
allowed under the Rules of Professional Conduct, Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 8, and the Code of Judicial
Ethies—Conduct, Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 10, Canon 2, Rule 2.9.

& 5.07— No Smoking Policy

Smoking and vaping is prohibited Frere-wil-be-re—smekinrgin esurte+all courts and during
the-taking-ofany-depesition-—depositions.

§ 5.08—

__ All cell phones erand other noise generating devices shalmust be silenced or turned off in

court erand during the-taking-efa-depeositien—depositions.

Noise Generating Devices

RULE 6—_FILING AND SERVICE-OFSERVING PAPERS

8§ 6.01 —__ Filing Withwith the Clerk

must be filed W|th or submltted to the eleFkCIerk

All 20th Judicial District Courts have adopted electronic filing (“e-filing”). See Tenn. R. Civ.
P. 5B; Tenn R. Crim. P. %ﬂ—aeee%daneeﬂmth%R—eM%&le%B—feF&Fewt—ehaﬂeer—aﬁd—PFebaEe

aneketheepaper&@ 2. E-filed documents may be eIectromcaIIv served (“e- served”) See Tenn

Sup. Ct. R. 46A(1)(d). Electronic filing Rules govern e-filing practices and procedures in each
Court and are available at each Clerk’s office and website.

The following documents may not be e-filed-ard-arereguired+te, but must be eenventienaly

filed or submitted in paper format:
1+-(a) In-Submissions for in camera fiHrgs-review;
2-(b) tastWiHOriginal Wills and Festaments-Codicils;
3-(c) Probate Interim, Annual, and Final Settlement Accountings-; and
4-(d) Summensand-Subpoenas and certain Summons in Chancery Court.




__ Papers should not be mailed to or left with the Judge exeeptinthefellowing-cireumstanees:
{)-wheror Chancellor unless the Judge or Chancellor specifically autherized-by-the Judge,—or
{2 to-previdea—courtesy-copy-for-the Judge'sreviewauthorizes.

& 6.02—__ Certificate of Service

Other than agreed orders signed by all attorneys or self-represented parties, all papers filed
with the Clerk AH-papers—-must contain a certificate of service signed by the filer showing the
date of service, the specific manner of service, and the ramenames of the-persen-orall persons
served. Fhe—<clerk-mayrefusete-file paperswitheuta—<certificate:

6-03—Signatureg§ 6.03 Signatures Required; Certifying Court Filings;
Generative AI

(a) Every pleading, motion, brief, or other paper filed with Al-pleadings;-orders;briefsand
etherpapers—submitted-forconsiderationby-the court willmust be personally signed by
atdeast-onethe attorney efrecord-inherfhis-individual-name-or pre—seself-represented
party ard—wil-filing the paper, and must include the signer’s printed name, address,
telephone number, and email address, and the attorney’s Tennessee Supreme Court
Registration Number. Papers may be signed electronically. All papers must show the

case style and number ef—t—he—ease—and the general nature of the paper ﬂIed—and—%he

(b) By filing a signed pleading or paper with the court, an attorney or self-represented party
certifies that the claims, defenses, or other legal contentions presented are warranted
by existing law; that the factual contentions, or denials of factual contentions, have or
are likely to have evidentiary support; and that the filing is not being presented for any
improper purpose. See Tenn. R. Civ. P. 11.02.

(c) Generative artificial intelligence, or “Al,” is a tool or program that can create new content
in response to a submitted prompt or guestion by learning from large sets of data
(examples include ChatGPT, Grok, Co-Pilot, Gemini, Claude, Harvey, Westlaw Edge,
CoCounsel, Lexis+, etc.).

An attorney or self-represented party must not file with the court any pleading, motion,
brief, or other paper prepared using generative Al without first confirming its accuracy,
including all quotations, citations, paraphrased assertions, and legal analysis.

Anyone who signs a pleading, motion, brief, or other paper filed with the court is
responsible for the contents of the filing, even if a generative Al program drafted any
part of the filing.

(d) An attorney or self-represented party who violates this Rule may be subject to sanctions.

8 6.04—Pseudenym_Pseudonyms

A Ne-case may not be filed under a pseudonym absentwithout a court order—Fhe_allowing
it. A motion to proceed by pseudonym must be aceempaniedsupported by an affidavit or
declaration stating specific facts explaining why the party’s anonymity ef-the-parky-is necessary
and—faetsthat are sufficient to overcome the presumption of public access to thelitigants’

identities-ef-titigants—.

& 6.05—__ Class Actions

__In any case sought to be maintained as a class action, the complaint shalbearmust state
next to its caption-the-legend: "Complaint- — Class Action." fCemment:—(See Local Rule § 26.14
for further requirements-}.) The elerk—shalClerk will bring the lawsuit to the attention of the
Judge or Chancellor assigned to the case.




& 6.06—Redaction__ Redactions

When a filing includes information that is Wher-confidential irfermation-is-retrequired-by
law-te-be-filed, the filer should redact or teave-eutomit the information priertebefore filing the
document{s)—Ittems-desighated-by-the-. Tennessee Code-Annotatedlaw designates the following
items as Confidential Information not open for public inspection-are-asfelews:—:

e (a) Social Security Numbers

(b) Taxpayer IDs
(c) Employer and Taxpayer Account Numbers/PINs/rfe

[

[

o (d) Credit/_and Debit Card Account Numbers/PHNPINs/Authorization Numbers

(e) Bank or other Financial Account Numbers

o (f) Passport/Alien Registration NumbertsNumbers

+ (g) Biometric Data
(h) Electronic Identification Numbers/Routing Codes

[

o (i) Driver License Numbers
o VINs

(j) Vehicle Identification Numbers (VINSs)

(k) Minors’ names (use initials only)

(1) Birth dates (omit month and day, include year only)

§ 6.07 Statistical Sheets for Confidential Personal Information

When a statute, rule, or order requires a party to file personal information such as a social
security number, address, birthdate, etc., the party may provide the information on a separate
“Statistical Sheet,” or a “Spouse’s Personal Information” form in divorce cases. Completed
Statistical Sheets and Spouse’s Personal Information Forms are filed under seal and not available
for public inspection. These forms are available in the Clerks’ offices and on their websites.

§ 6.08 Court Files are Public Records

All _papers, documents, electronic documents, and court files are available for public
inspection, unless they are specifically exempted from inspection by court order or state law.

RULE 7-—_PAPERS FILED IN TRIAL COURT

8§ 7.01—__ Custody of theCourt Files

__ The elerkwiHCourt Clerks have custody of all Court papers, records, and electronic records
ef-the. No one may remove original court—Fies—+naynot-be-withdrawn-by-any-persenatany
Hme—abseﬂfe ﬁles W|thout a court order Depe&tms—and—meerds—ef—a&mms&ra%we—éﬁbtmals—med

The elerkClerk will furrishprovide copies of the—cententeffilesfile contents at a reasonable
cost.

___After final-determinatien-in—a civil case_is final, the Clerk will provide notice to the parties

that they have thirty30 calendar days to withdrawretrieve any trial exhibits and discovery
materials submittedthat were filed in paper format. The elerkClerk may destroy or dispose of
trial-exhibitsnotso-withdrawnamaterials left in the Clerk’s possession after appropriatenoticete
the-parties—that time.




Motions to file court documents under seal must state specific facts and compelling reasons

suff|C|ent #aets—to overcome the presumptlon in favor of d+seles&re—[—€emmeﬁt—'Fhe—standards

Henz—ke—924—S—W—2d—652—Germ—1—9%9—]—publ|c access to court records.

To file a motion to place documents under seal:

(1) File the motion for leave to file documents under seal with the Clerk’s office.

(2) If the motion is to seal only portions of documents, file copies of the documents at
issue with proposed redactions.

(3) If the motion is to seal an entire document or documents, do not file the documents.

(4) In either case, place complete unredacted copies of the documents in a sealed
envelope, with a cover sheet listing the case style and number, and the filing
attorney’s name and contact information, marked “For In Camera Review.”

(5) Deliver the envelope to the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk in
Chancery Court.

(6) The Court will hear the motion, review the documents, and enter an order either
granting or denying the motion with further instructions.

& 7.03—__ Clerks’ Duties-ef-Clerl: Habeas Corpus and Post--Conviction_Petitions

__ The dlerks—efCourt—and—Clerk and—Master—shalmust immediately notify the Judge or
Chancellor to whom the case is assigned ef-the-filinrgefanywhen a petition for habeas corpus
or post-conviction relief is filed, and of any subsequent filings-se-as, to insureensure compliance
with Tenn. Code Ann.F=EA: § 29-21-108(a) andfor -&ATenn. Code Ann. §§ 40-30-105 and -
106.

RULE 8—_RECORDING OF COURT PROCEEDINGS

—§ 8.01  Audio-Visual Recordings of Court Proceedings

86+ The Sixth6th Circuit Court has—been—autherized—byis the Supremeonly Court
authorlzed to use audio-visual recordlngs as the ofﬁC|aI record of esurtits proceedmgs See Tenn

eeurkm#reeere#eeutﬂ&eusue#Sup Ct R. 26 The CIerk will onIv file and cert|fv audlo V|sual
Feeerd+ngs—as—the—e#re+a+records from the 6th C|rcwt Court as Dart of the record on appea i

—8§ 8.02 Access to Courtroom Video Servers

862 nly Ne-ere-execeptludges, Chancellors, and full--time court staff shal-havemay
access by—passwereker—ethermse—terthe Courts’ video servers m—any—ef—theutnalﬂeewts

absentwithout written authorization from the affected Judge or Chancellor.



CRIMINAL cASeEsCOURT RULES

RULE 9:—_EXTRAORDINARY INTFEREOEUTORY-RELIEF IN CRIMINAL CASES

& 9.01—__ Unindicted and Unassigned Cases

__ All speeiat-requests for-extraordinary-interlecutery relief in unindicted and unassigned cases

awaiting grand jury action shallmust be presented to the Judge where the case will eventually

be assigned;—accoerding-to-thepelieyand under the Criminal Court’s case assignment procedure
ofthe-office-of the Criminal-Court Clerk-—.

8§ 9.02—__Ex Parte Communications

Under Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. Pursuant-to-—Tennessee-Supreme-CourtRulel0, Canon3{By{A){e);
as—amended-byorder—datedDBecember74—20089;RIC 2.9(A)(5), Judges of therapeutic courts,

mental health courts, and drug courts may engage in ex parte communications concerning the
welfare and treatment of any-individuals with matters in those courts. Hewever,—shoeuld-the

__If a Judge efany—ofthe—courts—enumerated—abovebelievebelieves that—sueh ex parte
eemmunication-shalhiranry-way;-communications will influence any reling-by-thatof the Judge’s
rulings, the Judge;+theJudge-shall must immediately enter an order of recusal. Further—ifany

_If a defendant sheuld—feelfeels that theirhis or her right to due process has been
effeetedaffected by saidany ex parte communications, theythe defendant may petition the Judge
for recusal-—Ypen, and the Judge must grant the petition upon good cause shown—by—the

defendantthe Judgeshallenteran-orderofrecusal.

RULE 10—___DISCOVERY IN CRIMINAL CASES

& 10.01— _Discovery by the Defendant

___All relevant issues relating to discovery by the defendant shalmust be addressed in the

court’s pre-trial scheduling order-previded-te-thepartiesatthe timeofarraignment—. See Local
Rule § 14.

8§ 10.02— _Discovery by the State

____All relevant issues relating to discovery by the State shalmust be addressed in the court’s

pre-trial scheduling order-previded-to-thepartiesatthetime-efarraignment—. See Local Rule §
14.

§ 10.03—_Notice of Intent To Use Audio/_or Video Recording IsRequired

Any Whenr-aparty_who intends to offer an audio and/or visual recording as evidence in a jury
trial,—eeunsel must provide written notice to al-adverse counsel at least ter{10) business days
before a-trial. Adverse counsel shallmust be permitted to review the recording in the form teit
will be offered at trial and shalt-be-alewed-to copy the recording at his or her expense.

__ Adverse counsel shalmust promptly advise the ether—atterneyoffering party of eaeh

objecetionany objections to the recording. The fawyers-shaliparties must then attempt in in good
faith to resolve the objections. If re—+reselutien—is—reached;they cannot, the objecting counsel

must file a motion in limine-shal-befiled-and, set for hearing sufficiently before trial se—thatto
allow time for the court to rule on the objections may-be+ruled-enintime-te—alew-and for any

necessary editing. This rule does not veidaffect the requirements of Tenn. R. Crim. P. 12(d).




RULE 11-—__ SUBPOENAS

§11.01— Subpoenas Issued by Clerk

The Criminal Court Clerk issues all subpoenas for witnesses in facriminal cases.

To request the issuance of subpeenasfor-withesses-shall-cemplywith-Criminal-CeurtClerk

pelieies—a subpoena for a witness to appear at a hearing or trial, contact the In-Court Clerk of
the court in which the case is pending. See also Tenn. R. Crim. P. 17.

8§ 11.02— Time for Issuing Subpoenas

Subpoenas for a-local witresswitnesses must be issued and-dated-by the elerkClerk no later

than five{5) business days before the date of trial unless prierapproval-has-beengranted-by
theJudgethe court has allowed issuance within a shorter time.

Subpoenas for an—extensien—H-the-withess—is—+to—beserved—outofthe-out-of-county;—+the
subpeena—_witnesses must be |ssued by the eleFkCIerk no later than seveﬁ%ﬂ busmess days
before the date

the court has allowed issuance within a shorter time.

The Clerk may not refuse to issue a subpoena—Fheforegoinghotwithstanding—the—<lerk
shall-notrefuseto-issue-, regardless of when it is requested.

11.03 Addresses on Subpoenas

The attorney or party requesting a subpoena even-ifrequested-afterthedates
setforthabever

102 Lreleiress of WHmess
Ceunselofrecerdshall-berespensibleferprovidingmust provide the street address and phone
aumbersnumber, if known, of the witness on the requested subpoenats)—.

& 11.04—_Prison Inmates

The following rules apply to theappearance-ef-prison inrratesinmates’ appearances in court:

a=(a) When thepriseran inmate is a defendant in a criminal case, the Criminal-Court
Clerk shallmust request the inmate’s presence eftheinmatefrom the Department
of Correction at least six{6)-werking business days priertebefore the court date.

b=(b) Counsel reedirgpriseninmateswho plan to call an inmate as witressesa witness
in a criminal case must obtain a court order for the witresses'inmate’s appearance
and-this-must-be-ebtained-at least ter{10)-werking_business days prier—tebefore
the trial or hearing date.

€z(c) Defense counsel in criminal cases shat-make-every-effertte-insureshould ensure
that prisen-inmates are not reediesshy-brought to court for a-scheduled settlement

doeketdockets (see Local Rule § 14.02) unless the ease-isinmates’ cases are for
actual settlement andfor there—is—a—needcounsel needs to personally talk to the
irmate—inmates.




RULE 12:—__MOTIONS IN CRIMINAL CASES

& 12.01—_Time for Filing Pre-Trial Motions

____All pre-trial motions shalimust be made pursuant-te-under Fenn—R—Crim—P-as-wel-asthe
Tennessee Rules of Criminal Procedure and the case’s pre-trial scheduling order. See Local

Rule & 14.01.

& 12.02—_ Failure to Appear at a Motion Hearing

If the movant s counsel fe%a—me&aﬁt—does not appear at a scheduled hearing-ena—metien
etmotion hearing, the court may

str|ke deny, or otherwise dlspose of the motion.

1203 §12.03 Motions in Limine

€z(a) Counsel are—enecouraged—toeshould raise appropriate evidentiary objections by
filing a motion at least five{5} business days before trial.

(b) The court will set motions in limine for hearing at its discretion.

(c) Local Rule § 10.03 governs motions in limine related to audio and visual recordings.

8§ 12.04—_Statement of Facts and Legal Authority

____Every motion and response which-may-reguirethat asks the reselution-ofcourt to resolve an
issue of law or evidence shalmust be aceempaniedsupported by a brief statement of facts and
legal authority-ir-suppert-efthepesition-of-the-metion-errespense—.

§12.05 Remote Hearings and Witness Testimony

Under Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 55, the court may, in its discretion, upon sufficient factual findings
and establishment of constitutional safeguards, conduct hearings remotely by teleconference or
videoconference. Any party who requests to be heard remotely must, no later than 30 calendar
days before the hearing, (i) contact the court’s In-Court Clerk to request a remote hearing and
(ii) provide written notice of the request to all parties.

Anyone allowed to testify remotely must treat the testimony as if it is being given in Court.
All withesses must be available when called, be appropriately dressed, have the necessary audio
and video technology, and be in an appropriate setting.




RULE 13— SETTING €EASESFOR-TFRIALTRIALS AND CONTINUANCES: IN CRIMINAL

CASES

§ 13.01—Methed-of-_Setting Criminal Trials

Courts will €Eases—shal-be-set cases for trial by-the<€ceurton thetheir final settlement date-
dates. See Local Rule § 14.02.

1=-02 —§ 13.02 Continuances

a(a) ~ R .
e#eeuFFWhen a case hasﬁbeems set for trlal it eranetmay only be contlnued
exeeptby leave of court for good cause, which shalimust be brought to the court’s
attention ef-the-eeurt-as soon as practicable before the date-ef-the-trial-- date. Cases

may not be continued by agreement.

b=(b) Absenceofawitness-willA witness’s absence is not-be a ground for a continuance
unless the witness has been subpoenaed in accordance with the—regquirements—ef
these rutesRules and Rule+7-Tenn. R. Crim. P. 17.

(c) If a case is continued, the court will assign a new trial date-wil-be-assigred at the
time of the continuance.

§13.03 Court Reporters

€ _ The Administrative Office of the Courts does not provide court reporters for trials on
misdemeanor charges.

RULE 14—NEGOTIATIONS-AND-___SETTLEMENTS IN CRIMINAL CASES

& 14.01—_ Pre-Trial_Scheduling Order

__ At arraignment, the court shaHnetify-the parties-efthe-deadlineoffilingwill enter a pre-trial
metreﬂs—bh&dateés%schedulmq order settmq deadllnes for %H&heaﬁﬂg—ﬁﬂ I|ng pre tr|aI motlons

pre -trial motion hearlnq dates and a settlement date

The Clerk keeps the original scheduling order;—eepies—ef-which—shalbe—furnished—to—the
parties—he<clerkwillretainthe-eriginal-erder in its file, but reeddoes not copy it on the minutes.

8§ 14.02—_ Settlement Dater— SettHlement——— Deadline

__ At arraignment, the court will assigrset a eeurtdateferfinal settlement efdate that is the

ease;last date by which the court will be—the-deadlineforacceptance—efaccept a negotiated
disposition. Atthe-finalsettlement-datefIf the case has not been disposed of by the settlement

date, the court will set the case for trial.

__ Once a case has-beenis set for trial, the court will not accept anya settlement except for
good cause, which shalimust be breughtbought to the_court’s attention efthe—esurt-as soon as
practicable before the date{s)-efthe-trial date. On the day of the-trial, the case may be resolved
only by trial, by the State'sState’s motion for dismissal with prejudice, or by the defendant's
plea—efdefendant’s guilty plea to the offense{s} or offenses charged in the indictment.-Nething
i thi | L : : .

The defendant may enter a plea-ef-guilty_plea to one or more counts of an indictment while
demanding a trial on one or more counts of the same indictment. Likewise, eeunsel-fer-the State
may move to dismiss with prejudice one or more counts of the indictment while demanding a
trial on one or more counts.




& 14.03—_Notice to Victims

__ In recognition of F=&A-§-the Victims’ Bill of Rights, Tenn. Code Ann. § 40-38-101, et seq.,
in cases involving plea agreements pursuantteunder Tenn. R. Crim. P. 11, the court may refuse
to accept the plea unless the prosecuting attorney states on the record that he—or-she-has;
before the plea, he or she communicated with the victim—+regarding—theplea, or made a good
faith effort to communicate with the victim-, about the plea. This rule shal-apptyrapplies to pleas
in cases where the defendant is indicted for the following offenses:

a=(a) murder or the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation to commit murder;

b=(b) voluntary manslaughter, reckless homicide, criminally negligent homicide, or
the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation to commit these crimes;

€(c) vehicular homicide;
e-(d) aggravated assault;

e:(e) aggravated kidnapping, kidnapping, or the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation
to commit these crimes;

£(f)  all felonies described as Sexual Offenses under +&-A~—§-Tenn. Code Ann. § 39-
13-501, et seqg-., or the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation to commit these crimes;

g-(g) aggravated arson and arson or the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation to commit
these crimes;

h=(h) robbery, aggravated robbery, and theft of property from the person;

i=(i) especially aggravated burglary or aggravated burglary or the attempt,
facilitation, or solicitation to commit these crimes;

3=(i1)  all felonies described as Offenses Against the Family under -&-A~—§-Tenn. Code
Ann. § 39-15-101, et= seq., or the attempt, facilitation, or solicitation to commit
these crimes;

f<(k) vandalism;

() stalking; and

m=(m) all other crimes involving individual victims where the Judge deems it
appropriate that prior communication is made to the victim.

RULE 15— ORDERS AND JUDGMENTS IN CRIMINAL CASES
& 15.01—Preparationand-Submissien-ef_ Orders and Judgments

___Unless the court directs counsel to prepare an order#e%ee%ry—by the Clerk or the court;— will
prepare all orders and judgments—w
appropriate—.

& 15.02—Preparationand-Submissien-ef_ Orders and Judgments Prepared by

Counsel

__ When directed-by-the court_directs, counsel will prepare orders for the court’s entry-by—the
eeurt. All proposed orders must be filed with the elerkClerk and served on opposing counsel

within seven—73} calendar days fellewingof the day—en—which—+thecourt’s ruling-is—-made-bythe
€ourt—.




& 15.03—_ Disagreements over Contents of Orders or Judgments

__ Unless the court directs otherwise-directed-by, the court; will not immediately enter an order
containingsigned only thesignature-of theatterneyby counsel who prepared the order-will-not
be-entered-immediately;—but. The Clerk will be-held-byhold the elerkorder for three3 business
days—After_to allow opposing counsel reeeives—a—cepyeof-theproposed-erderhe—-oersheshat
+mmed+atehft|me to notify the mlnute clerk aﬂdJehefeurHHhereﬂ&aﬁyeebjeetieﬂJeeJeh&erdeF

Ia-that even counsel objects
to the orders contents If opposing counsel has oblectlons the mmute clerk will schedule a

conference with counsel and the Judge.

& 15.04—_Orders for Mental Health Evaluations

When a court orders a defendant to undergo a Frat-mental health evaluationsevaluation

under the—previsiens—efT~CA-Tenn. Code Ann. § 33-7-301, the erdershal-beaccompanied

byClerk must provide a separate-form to be-previded-by-the—clerk—TFhisform,—to-befiledout
bydefendant’s counsel, shal—atteastinelzdeon which counsel must list (i) the reason for the

requestrequested evaluation, (ii) observed behavior, (iii) the nature of any changes;_in
defendant’s behavior, (iv) defendant’s social history (including a—histery—efany prior mental
health treatment), a(v) defendant’s prior criminal record, (vi) a copy of defendant’s arrest
warrant or indictment and, if available, (vii) the defendant’s arrest report. The elerk—shaliClerk
must provide the completed form to the individual or agency deirgconducting the mental health
evaluation.

RULE 16—__ BONDING COMPANIES

8§ 16.01—_Qualifications and Operations

_ The Al-matters—invelving—theaqualifications—andope i bord—pe
eempames—shaH—be—addressed—te—the%ﬂdges—ef—theCnmmal Court—whe—shaH Judge hear and
dispese-of such—petitions—and-applications—as-theyshal-determine-decide all matters involving

qualifications and operations of bonding companies and their agents.

8§ 16.02—tLocationof Supplemental-__ Local Rules of Practice_for Bail Bonds

___ The local rules of practice related-tefor bail bend-companiesand-bend-persensas—adepted
by—the—Criminal-Ceurt Judges—shal-be-bonds are filed with the Criminal Court Clerk-and-be—,
where they are available for inspection and/er copying—by—al—interested—persens, and are
available en—the—internet—at www.nashville.gov/trcourts/bond rules.html. See also Consent
Judgment and Decree entered Dec. 9, 2020, Case No. 3:20-cv-00103, U.S. District Court for
the Middle District of Tennessee at Nashville.

RULE 17—€OPIESFORIURORSHARESERVED)- [Deleted]

CIVIL COURT RULES: CIRCUIT AND CHANCERY €xvitCOURTS
RULE 18—__ TIME STANDARDS FOR DISPOSITION OF CASES

§ 18.01—_Time Standards

All civil cases must be concluded or an—erder—setting—the—case-set for trial ebtained-within
twelre—{12} months from the date effilinrg-the case was filed unless the court hasdirected—a

sherter-orlongerperiod-—orders otherwise.




& 18.02— Dismissal of Cases

The Fe—expedite—eases;,—thecourt may take reasonable measures, including dismissal—or
entering a scheduling order or dismissing a case, to enforce the 12-month time standard-set
forthabeve—.

& 18.03—_Docket Calls or Status Conferences

The court may hold docket calls or status conferences to aseertaindetermine the status of
cases and set deadlinesfor-their-disposition—_deadlines.

RULE 19:—___EXTRAORDINARY RELIEF IN CIVIL CASES

8§ 19.01—Assignment-of-Cases Case Assignments

Any pleading Pleadingsseeking a writ of certiorari, restraining order, or other extraordinary
relief shall-beis first filed with the elerkClerk and assigned to a court. The pleadings&pleading
and exhibits shatare then-be presented to the Judge or Chancellor of the assigned court, or to
another Judge or Chancellor by interchange if the assigned Judge or Chancellor is unavailable.

—§ 19.02 Restraining Orders

(a) NeA court will not grant a restraining order untesswithout written or oral notice is

given-to the eppesingadverse party or geed-cause-is-shown-fer-dispensing-of-notice
and-supperted-by-its attorney unless:

a- (i) there are specific facts in an affidavit— _ or declaration or verified
complaint that clearly show the applicant will suffer immediate and
irreparable harm before the adverse party can be heard; and

Partiesseekingarestraining-erderwill(ii) the applicant’s attorney or the

self-represented applicant certifies in writing the efforts he or she made to
give notice of the application and the reasons why notice should not be
required;

b—(b) The appllcant must submlt a proposed restralnmg order a+eﬁgwwh the request

feeatempefwmjeﬁetferraﬁdeha#pre\fﬂeaapphcatmn that provides space for the

court to set a date, time, and location for sueh—a-a temporary injunction hearing.
The court will set a temporary injunction hearing_whether the restraining order is
granted or denied.

e(c) AppheatienrApplications for temporary restraining erderwill-besubmittedorders
are decided on the filed pleadings or applications and supporting documents.

e-(d) In domestic relations cases-theprevisions-ef, Judges may deviate from this rate
shal-be-feHewed-only-insefaras-deemedRule where they deem it appropriate. See
Tenn. R. Civ. P. -bytheJudgeto-whem—apphecationismade—65.07.

§ 19.03—_Setting Hearing——— for——————Interlocutory———Relief
Hearings on Motions or Applications for Extraordinary Relief

The hearing of a motion or application for injunctive or other extraordinary relief is set in
one of the following ways:

(a) under Local Rule § 19.02, if the party first sought a temporary restraining order;

(b) by special setting under Local Rule § 26.07(a), if the court does not hear motions or
applications for extraordinary relief on its reqular motion docket; or

(c) by notice of hearing under Local Rule § 26.05, if the court hears motions or applications
for extraordinary relief on its regular motion docket.




Contact the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court to determine
whether the court hears motions or applications for extraordinary relief by special setting or on
its regular motion docket.

19.064—HearingsforFfemporary-Injunctions§ 19.04 Temporary Injunction
Hearings

The court conducts all hearlnqs on applications for temporary injunctions and other forms

m%eﬁeeute#w@reﬁ&p%rellef on afﬁdawts: declaratlons, or dep05|t|ons unless aﬂaaFtyLFequests
and-ebtains—permissien—of-the court fertheintroduction—of-oral-testimonybeforethetimeof

thegrants a party’s request to hold an evidentiary hearing.

§ 19.05—_Hearings for Injunctive Relief in Domestic Relations Cases

Special procedures govern Alhearings for temperary—inrjunctions—or—other—forms—of
interleeuteryinjunctive relief in domestic relations cases shalt-be-geverned-bytecalRele 37484-in
3rd and 4th Circuit Courts, and are found in those courts’ respective Chamber Rules. Each court’s
Chamber Rules are available from the court’s staff or on the Circuit Court Clerk’s website.

RULE 20-—___GENERAL SESSIONS APPEALS INTO CIRCUIT COURT

(a) a—Itshalt-bethe-duty-of the-partiesand/An attorney or theiratterneysto-determine-when
self-represented party appealing a case appeated-from the-General Sessions Court isfied
to Circuit Court must file the appeal with the Circuit Court Clerk.

(b) b- OnreeWithin 45 calendar days after the warrantbeingappealedappeal is reeeived
by-and-filed with-thein Circuit Court-Clerk, the appelant-hasthe-dutyappealing party must
file a motion to set the appeatfer-case for trial. The motion to set the case for trial must

include a notice of hearing beferea—trialjudge—FheappeHanthasforbyfive {(45)dayste
seegrea-triat-date fremthe-courtThistimeiscountedfromthe-date the Cirenit-CourtClerk

files-the-appeated-warrant—for the motion. See Local Rules §§ 26.03, 26.05.
If the appellantfailstosecure-this-orderappealing party does not file a motion to set the

case for trial within the-45 day-timeperiod;calendar days that includes a notice of hearing,
the Circuit Court will enter an order wil-be—entered-making the judgment of the General
Sessions Court the judgment of the Circuit Court—with, and taxing costs taxed—to the
appeHant—At-the-time-the-appeal-isperfected-inthe Clerk's—office; the-clerk-shalappealing
party.

The Clerk must give the appellantappealing party or the-appellant's-attorney written notice

of this rule_.when the appeal is filed.

(c) e—TFhe-An attorney’s or party’s signature ef an—atterrey-orparty-to an appeal from
General Sessions Court shall-eenstituteto Circuit Court constitutes a eertificatecertification
under Tenn. R. Civ. P. 11.-02.

(d) &—All Circuit Court final judgments from an—appeal-efaGeneral Sessions Traffic Ease
shalCourt appeals must be remanded to the-General Sessions Traffic eeurtCourt for-preper
electronic reporting to the Tennessee Department of Safety.




RULE 21:—__ REFERENCES TO A MASTER IN CIVIL CASES

& 21.01—_ Order of Reference

__ All references to a Master—shallmaster must be by order and-shal-bespecificabeutthat
Qecme s what isissues are referred—and—what-is—reserved—forfurther—proceedings—before—the

Part|t|on references must address ( ) ownershlp, interests; ( ) encumbrances—%ypeef, ( )

8§ 21.02—_Statements of €laimClaims and Responses

In cases where parties claim funds or proceeds on deposit with the court, the parties must
Fhe-parties—shalifile itemized statements of elaimtheir claims and responses to statements of
elatmclaims as directed-by-the master— directs.

& 21.03—Reecording__Record of the Proceedings

In any hearing before a master, the Fheparties arerespensible-ferprovidinrgmust provide a
court reporter in—erderteto make a record and preserve their rights to object to the master’s

report before the &rialJudge—court.

8§ 21.04— Objections_to a Master’s Report

Any-ebjeetion—_Objections to the—rraster'sa master’s report which—is-based wper—aon factual
guestionquestions must be supported by a transcript of the hearing before the master.

Objections—shall-be-heard-on-—theA party may object to a master’s report by filing a motion

noticed for hearing on the court’s regular motion docket_under Local Rule § 26.

RULE 22—___ DISCOVERY AND MOTIONSRELATED-TO-DISCOVERY-RELATED MOTIONS

8§ 22.01—_Filing Required-Only-for-Use-by-Ceurt Discovery Materials Not Required

Discovery Interregateries;requestsforpreduction-orany-otherdiseovery-material wilshould
not be filed with the elerkClerk unless and until sueh-material-iste-be-considered-bya party asks
the court to consider it for any purpose.

8§ 22.02— Extension of Time ferResponsesto Respond to Discovery

Partles may be
madeaqree to extend their discovery response deadlmes without court approval efif the eeurt
previded-such-stipulatedagreed extension isdoes not ir-conflict with ara court order-efthe
Court..

& 22.03—_Discovery Completion Deadline

On Ypen—moetien—ofa partyparty’s or upen-itsthe court’s own motion, the court may order
that the parties complete discovery becempleted-by a certain date.




8§ 22.04—_Interrogatories te—Parties
(a) a—NeA party wilmay not serve more than thirty—30) single—-question

interrogatories, including sub-parts, en—anretherparty—without leave of court. Any
motion seeking—permission-to serve more than thirty{30} interrogatories witmust
set out the addltlonal mterrogatones %heupa&yuwsheﬁe%ewe—'ﬂq&meﬂen%be

y v irgand establish good
cause for %hesefweeeﬂad%eﬂa#w&eﬁegateﬁes—}ﬁaﬂaﬁwservmq them. A party
who is served with more than thirty£30} interrogatories without arna court order ef
the—eourtr—he—er—she—wilmay respond only to the first thirty{30)+inr—themanner
previded-by-the Fern—R—Civ-—"P30.

b—AfterThe domestic relations Judges have approved a set of interrogatories,
containing more than 30 guestions and sub-parts, and requests for production of
documents to use in domestic relations cases without requiring prior court approval.
(See 3rd and 4th Circuit Courts” Chamber Rules.) A party who receives the court-
approved discovery requests must respond to all interrogatories, including sub-
parts, and requests for production unless there is a valid objection.

(b) A party serving interrogatories must provide a blank space after each separate

guestion and sub-guestion;a-blankspace-will-be-providedpart reasonably calculated
to enableallow the answeringresponding party te-have-his-er-heranswer-typed-in—.

The answerirgresponding party witmust verify the answers immediately
feHewingafter the answer to the last interrogatory.

(c) e—The responding party te-whom-the-interrogateriesare-directed-wilmust answer

§ 22.05

or object to each interrogatory within the space se-provided or use additional pages
if necessary;—wil-serve-the-cepy (repeating the interrogatory before the answer or
objection), serve the responses containing the original or e-filedsigned verification

wpoenon the_requesting party-prepeunding—theinterrogateries;—and—will, and serve
copies thereefof the responses on eppesing-ceunsekall other parties.

—Requests for Admissions

(a) a—Regquests-A party serving requests for admissions madepursuant-teunder Tenn.

R. Civ. P. 36 will-be-arranged-so-that-must provide a blank space after each separate
request;—a—blankspace—will-beprevided reasonably calculated to erableallow the
responding party to have-the-respense-typed-ranswer.

(b) b—Ffa—+respense-isThe responding party must answer or object to each request

within the space provided or use additional pages if necessary; (repeating the party
te—whemrequest before the requests—are—directed—wil—respond—in—the——space

provided;answer or objection), serve a-cepythe responses containing the responding
party’s original or electreric-e-signature upenon the requesting party, and serve the

copies thereof-en-eppesingeceunselof the responses on all other parties.

& 22.06 _ Requests for Production of Documents

(a) A party serving requests for production of documents on another party under Tenn.

Tenn. R. Civ. P.—34 must provide a blank space after each separate request
reasonably calculated to allow the responding party to answer.

(b) The responding party must answer or object to each request in the space provided

or use additional pages as necessary (repeating the request before the answer or
objection); serve the responses containing the responding party’s original or e-
signature on the requesting party; and serve copies of the responses, including
copies of all documents produced, on all other parties.




§ 22.07 Disclosure of Audio/_and Visual ReeerdingRecordings
See Fhis-isaddressed-bylLocal Rule § 29.02.

8§ 22.08 -__Efforts to Resolve Discovery Disputes

The court will refuse-tenot rule on any-metien—+elated-tea discovery--related motion unless

the moving eeunsel-fileswith-the-motion,astatement-whichparty certifies that the-tawyerhe or
she has conferred with the opposing eeunselparty in a good falth effort to resolve the dlscovery

w

8§ 22.09 —_Motions to Compel Discovery

Motions to compel discovery shah:—must:

(a) either

(1) quote verbatim the interrogatory, request, or question; and anythe objection
or response-thereto, or

a-(2) beaecempanied-byattach a copy of the interrogatory, request, or exeerpts-of
a-deposition which-shewsexcerpt showing the question and objection or
response_as an exhibit;

b-(b) state the reason suppertingfor the motion; an

(c) wherebe accompanied by a certificate of efforts made to resolve the discovery
dispute. See Local Rule § 22.08.

€-__Where a party has submitted-roresponsenot responded to the discovery or has objected to

the entire set of interrogatories or requests;+either for production of the+reguirementsintecal
Rele22-89documents, subsection (a) shaHdoes not apply;.

d.be accompanied by a discovery effort certification (See Rule 22.08).

8§ 22.10—_Motions for Protective Orders and to Quash-Compel Compliance with
Subpoenas

__ Motions for protective orders which—are—filed pursuant—+teunder Tenn. R. Civ. P. 26.03;;
motions to guashcompel testimony, production, or inspection in compliance with subpoenas fer
discovery—which—are—filed pursuantteunder Tenn. R. Civ. P. 45.862;07; or any motion asking
thatto postpone or restrict discovery bepestpened-errestricked-shatbk—must:

(a) either
(1) quote verbatim the interrogatory, request, question, or subpoena, or

a= (2)-beaccompanied-by_attach a copy of the interrogatory, request, subpoena,
or-excerptofa deposition which-shewsexcerpt showing the question:—_as an
exhibit;

b=(b) state with-particatarity-the specific grounds for the motion; an




€(c) be accompanied by an affidavit or other evidence showing the need for the
order.

§ 22.11—Metion Motions to Compel; AgreementAgreements to Furnish
Documents at Deposition

Agreements to furnish exhibits made during the taking of depositions may be enforced by
motion madepursuantteunder either Tenn. R. E#Civ. P. 37-ard/, or Local Rule § 22.09-ef
these-rules, or both.

§ 22.12— Reference of Discovery Disputes to a Master

The court may refer te-discovery disputes to a master—_and, if the master is not a court
employee, may allocate the costs of the master among the parties.

8§ 22.13—-Service Serving Discovery Requests and Responses

A party requesting Whenever—a—regquest—fordiscovery is—made,—the—party—seeking
diseeverymust serve each—party—with—a copy of the request—Sueh—service—shal—be—rrade

regardless-of-whetherthe-discovery-seught on all parties, even if the request is directed to only
one of multiple parties. Likewise,—each+respense

Parties responding to a+eguestfer-discovery shal-beservedrequests must serve copies of
their responses on each-party-in-the-caseall parties.

RULE 23— NEGOTIATIONS-AND-___SETTLEMENTS IN CIVIL CASES

& 23.01— Judicial Settlement ConfereneeConferences

(a) a-—Settlement Judge or Chancellor. Settlement conferences will—beare
conducted by a Judge or Chancellor other than the Judge or Chancellor to whom the
case is assigned for trial, except when requested and agreed upon by the parties or
when the Judge or Chancellor to whom the case is assigned deems it appropriate to
preside over the settlement conference because of the exigencies of the case.

(b) b-—Scheduling Settlement Conferences. A Judge or Chancellor who is assigned
to the case may schedule a settlement conference as part of the case management
order or asaresuttefafter discussions during a case management conference, with
or without the parties’ consent-efany—or—all-parties-. A party may file a motion
requesting a settlement conference if a—settlermentconferereeone is not otherwise
provided in the case management order, or attorneys agreeing to a conference may
contact the ease—eeerdinaterCase Coordinator to schedule a judicial settlement
conference.

(c) e—Party Attendance. The assigned Judge or Chancellor shahwill require thatthe
parties or their representatives with full settlement authority to attend the
settlement conference except upenfor good cause shown.

(d) é—Settlement Statements.

£13). At least five{5} business days before the settlement conference, each party
shalmust deliver under—sealin _a sealed envelope, directly to the eeurtreem
deputysettlement Judge’s staff or ealerdar—elerk—for—the settlement Judge—er
ChancellerChancellor’'s Calendar Clerk, an ex parte settlement conference

statement;—which-shall-speeify _stating the party's settlement position.

{25, The settlement statement shal—-befurnishedis confidential and given
only to the €eurtcourt and not to any other party.

{3y Fhe-. Do not file the settlement statement shalt-ret-be-filed-with the Clerk-ef
Coutt.




{45-. The settlement statement shalHncludea—summaryof-theparby's—view
efshould (i) summarize the faw-—as—te—theeryparty’s legal theories of liability erand
defense;; (ii) identify factors compelling or blocking settlement, the status of
discovery, and identification—ef-any essential or concerned third parties—tn—addition;
each-party-shall; (iii) state whether any settlement effer-hasoffers have been made
and-the—terms—thereof shallalse—containa—candidassessmentof, if so, their terms
and the status of the parties’ settlement discussions; and (iv) candidly assess the
strengths and weaknesses of both sides of the case, an—appraisal-ef-the issue of
liability, the-status-of-theparties settlement-diseussionsifany,andan-assessment

ef-and the eeenemie-cost of proceeding to trial.

{55-. Plaintiff's settlement statement shall—eenrtain—an—assessmentshould
assess from plaintiff's viewpoint ef~-damages and the strengths and weaknesses of
plaintiff's position.

{65-. Defendant's settlement statement shall-eentainanassessmentefshould
assess the plaintiff's damages, defendant's exposure to those damages, and the
respeetive-strengths and weaknesses of defendant's position.

aﬁekepmreﬂ—whﬁhjaﬂshakbefufmshed%etheeheﬂt Attornevs representmq
parties in settlement conferences should provide their clients with full written
evaluations and opinions in sufficient time for their clients to ebtaingive
express settementinstructions-

ﬁ%e«ﬁded—by—‘l'—R—E Each partvs settlement statement must state the partvs fuII

settlement authority. —468—ard—469—Likewise,—aHl—disclosures—made—to—the
SettementJudge-or-ChaneceHorshal-be keptin-strictconfidenee-

(e) Confidentiality. Judicial settlement conferences are strictly confidential. Nothing
that is disclosed during a judicial settlement conference, whether written or oral,
may be used in the litigation, or any other litigation, or for any other purpose. This
rule of confidentiality includes the protections provided by Tenn. R. Evid. 4
409.

Anything the parties or their attorneys disclose to the Settlement Judge or
Chancellor will be held in the strictest confidence.

(f) Domestic Relations Cases. See the 3rd and 4th Circuit Courts’ respective chamber
rules, which are available from each court’s staff or on the Circuit Court Clerk’s
website, for specific procedures governing judicial settlement conferences in
domestic relations cases in those courts.

§ 23.02—_Awards of Expenses

If amy-the parties settle a case issetted-within ferby—eight-hoeurs2 business days of when i

istrial was to begin, the court may award-compensationtocompensate witnesses for lost income
and/er travel expenses, and tax the-samethose amounts as costs.




& 23.03—_Court-Appreval-ef- Approved Settlements

__If a minor or incompetent person is not represented by counsel—the-ceurtrmayrequire-that

a-guardianad-litem-beappeintedferthepersen—if-_and the court is not satisfied with-+thethat a
proposed settlement;anrd-inr-thateventthefee-of said is the minor’s or the incompetent person’s

best interests, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem for the person and tax the guardian

ad Htemwill-betaxed-aspartefthelitem’s fees as costs.

8§ 23.04—Presentmentof Settlements Settlement Approvals

Counsel should contact the court in which a matter is pending to set a hearing on any motion
to aDDrove a proposed %pe%dworkers compensatlon Ieg|t|mat|on—aﬁd or minor settlerments

8th Circuit Court hears all matters in which a motion to approve a proposed workers’
compensation, legitimation, or minor settlement is filed as an initial pleading. Counsel should
refer to the court’s Court Approved Settlement Procedures, which are available on the Circuit
Court Clerk’s website.

& 23.05—_Notice Immediately Upon Settlement

If the parties settle a case that is set for trial-anrd-thepartiestaterreacha
settlement;, they must immediately notify the-partiesshall-give-immediatenoticeof
the-settlementto-the CalendarClerkinChaneeryand Assignment Clerk in Circuit;and

shal-premptly-fileanagreed-oerder:
RHE 24— A G REERD-SUMMARN T REAE
24-01 Agreement
In-suitsfited_Court or the Calendar Clerk in Chancery Ceurt;Cirenit-Court;—orProbate-Court, the

eeurtmay-unless the court instructs otherwise, and file an agreed order removing the case from
the trial calendar. Where notice is not timely given, the court may assess juror costs.

RULE 24 AGREED SUMMARY TRIAL

24.01 Agreement

The court may order a special expedited proceeding if the following conditions are met:

(a) Fhesignedfiled—agreementThe parties and their counsel must enter into and file

with the court a signed written agreement to have their case heard under the
expedited procedure established in Local Rule § 24 (the “Rule 24 Agreement”).

B)(b) The Rule 24 Agreement must state that the parties have agreed to ar-upper and
a-lower Hwritlimits to the monetary award that-the plaintiff will receive as damages
if liability is stipulated or eventually determined by the Ceurt—Fhesecourt. The
amounts;hewever,—shal must not be disclosed to the €eurtcourt except as provided

at Local Rule § 24.02(h).

€)(c) The signed-filed—agreementRule 24 Agreement evidences the parties'parties’
intention that the court’s decision will be final-{, unless they specifically reserve the

right to appeal-isspecificallyreserved)—.

a)(d) The sighred-filedagreement—shallRule 24 Agreement must provide hew-for the
allocation of court costs—shal-bealecated.




(e) The parties must submit an agreed order for an expedited proceeding under this
Rule, certifying that they and their counsel have entered into a Rule 24 Agreement.

8§ 24.02— Procedure

Inthe-interest-of saving-the-timeand-expense-efa—completeThe court
preceeding;conducts the special expedited proceeding shalt-be-cenducted-as follows:

ay(a) The preceeding-will-be-held-beferethe-Judge whe-hasagreed-te-hearhears the
case without a jury (or byappoints a special Judge appeinted-by-theregularJudge
and-approved by counsel}-witheutajury—Expedited-proceedings—shall-be-setfor).
The hearing is set by counsel’s agreement ef-ceunsel-after esnsultatienconsulting

with the Calendar—Clerk—fer-Chanceryand-Probate-Ceurt—orthe-Assignment Clerk

ferin Circuit_Court or the court’s Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court.

bY(b) The parties will—voluntarily furnish to each other whatever items are
reguestedthey request that weuld-beare subject to discovery-underthetaw-toeach
oether.

e}(c) The parties wilappearwithand their attorneys appear at the date and time set
by-erder-of the Ceurthearing.

ay(d) The plaintiffsplaintiff's attorney wit—presentpresents his or her proof on the
issues to be tried, including liability, and argue-his-erherargues the plaintiff’'s rights
to recovery, including the amount of damages.

ey(e) The defendant'sdefendant’s attorney wilpresentpresents his or her proof and
arguments in defense, and then the plairtiffsplaintiff's attorney wil-beis allowed a
rebuttal.

£(f) __ Proof as used in (d) and (e) above may-inetudeincludes stipulations, exhibits,
live testimony, or whatever variations-the parties may-agree upenon.

ex(g) The Judge shal—deliberatedeliberates and renderrenders an initial decision,
which shat-alse-inclade-includes the amount of damages, if applieableany.

k)(h) If the initial decision includes an award of damages, then the parties shat
disclose to the Eeurtludge the agreed—-upon limits of recovery as provided in
24.01(b).

(1)  Fheinitial-decision—shallbeceme—thefinaldecision—ifthe—If the amount of
damages awarded in 24.02(g) is between the parties’ agreed-upon upper and lower

limits-previeustyagreed—upen, then the initial decision becomes the final decision.

() If the initial-deeision+enderedamount of damages awarded in 24.02(kg) exceeds
the previeustyparties’ agreed—-upon upper limit, then the initial decision shal-beis
modified se-thatthefinal-decisien-includesto award damages equal to the agreed—-
upon upper limit_and becomes the final decision.

(k) If the initial-decisien+enderedamount of damages awarded in 24.02(g) is less
than the previeushyparties’ agreed--upon lower limit, then the initial decision shat
beis modified so—thatto award damages equal to the agreed-upon lower limit and

becomes the final decision-reludesdamagesequal-to-theagreedupentowertmit.

B(l) _ AnThe Judge then enters an enforceable judgment wilbe-entered-based vperon
the final decision.

my(m) The final order in—the-€caseshatl-referencemust refer to and attach the Rule 24
Agreement as-signed by the parties and their counsel.




RULE 25:—__ JUDICIAL REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS-SPECIALPROECEDUYRES

8§ 25.01— Briefs Required

The parties Briefsmust be-filedfile briefs in all cases heard-by-theceurtupentherecordfrom
an-for judicial review of administrative tribunal-erageney—decisions.

__ If athe petitioner-appetantfailste_does not timely file kis—er-herits brief-within—thetime

previded—by—this—+ule—er—within—the—time—ordered—by, the court;—the—action may be
dismisseddismiss the petition and affirm the agency decision-affirmed—.

_ Ifthe deﬁeﬁdaﬁt—apﬁeHee—has—ﬁePﬁled—ms—eﬁherrespondent does not t|melv file its response

brief-wi y , the court may
decide the case soIer gperon the adm|n|strat|ve record and the petitioner
appeHant'spetitioner’s brief.

& 25.02—_Filing and Serviee-efServing Briefs

The petitioner-appeHant must file and serve its brief within 30 calendar days after the agency
files the administrative record.

The respondent must file and serve a-brief-withinthirty(30)-days—aftertherecord-isfiled-

Fhe-defendantappeHeemustfileand-servea-its response brief within £hirty{30} calendar days
after service-ef-thethe petitioner files and serves its brief-ef-the.

___ The petitioner-z

be#—Hedﬁ}ﬁHeFvedéwmhmﬁgewteeﬂ% may ﬁle and serve an optlonal reDIv brlef W|th|n 14}
calendar days after service-ef-the precedingrespondent files and serves its response brief. - Upen

metion-ofaparty
The parties may request or-upen-its-own-metion; the court may enlarge-ershortenthetime
forfiing-briefsorder a longer or shorter briefing schedule.

8§ 25.03—Hearings-__Final Hearing on Oral Argument

The petitioner must schedule a final hearing Hearirgson oral argument shalbe-scheduled
as—previded—nunder Local Rule § 27 within 10 business days after the—record—has—been
filed-briefing is complete.

The court decides judicial review cases involving self-represented inmates on the
administrative record and the parties’ briefs, without oral argument.

& 25.04—_ Waiver of Oral Argument

The parties Oral-argumentsmay be-waived-byagreement-ofcounsel—Ifagree to waive oral

argument is—waived,—counsel-shalnetifyin—writingby providing written notice to the-Calendar
Clerk-er Assignment Clerk in Circuit Court or the court’s Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court, within

10 business days after all briefsarefiledbriefing is complete.

8§ 25.05—_Expedited Procedure Involving Prior Restraint

_If a petitioner-appeHant alleges that the—decisien—ef-an administrative—tribunal-er agency
decision unlawfully results in the prior restraint of his or her rights thatare-guaranteed by the
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution ard-or Article One, Seetien§ 19 of the Tennessee
Constitution—ef—Fennessee, and either party requests an expedited hearing, the court will
establish an expedited briefing schedule and expeditedfinal hearing date-te+review-themeritsof
the-appeat.



RULE 26—

MOTIONS IN CIVIL CASES

& 26.01—Fime-to-Schedule-and HearDispositive-_Motions for Summary Judgment

(@) Motions for summary judgment Bispesitive-metiens-must be seheduled-te-be-heard
at least thirty{36360 calendar days before a scheduled trial date, unless the court
orders otherwise-erders.

(b) The notice of hearing of a motion for summary judgment must be filed and served
at least 37 calendar days before the scheduled hearing date, unless the parties agree
otherwise.

(c) Responses to motions for summary judgment must be filed and served on all other
parties no later than 5 business days before the date of the motion hearing under
Tenn. R. Civ. P. 56.

For example, if the summary judgment motion will be heard on a Friday, the
response to the motion must be filed and served the Friday before the scheduled
motion hearing.

(d) All materials supporting the motion for summary judgment or the response to the
motion for summary judgment must be filed and served with the motion or

response.

(e) When filing and serving statements of undisputed material facts in support of a
motion for summary judgment, or statements of additional facts in response to a
motion for summary judgment, the party filing and serving the statement of facts
must provide a space after each separate statement of fact reasonably calculated to
allow the responding party to respond or object.

(f) Some courts may require or allow motions for summary judgment to be specially
set. See Local Rule § 26.07(a). Contact the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar
Clerk in Chancery Court to determine whether a particular motion may be specially
set or may be heard on the court’s regular motion docket.

& 26.02— _Time for Motion Hearings

a=(a) Motions wil-beare heard on Fridays at 9:00 a.m. en-Fridays—with-the-exeception
of-Sixth—Cireditcentral time, except for 6th Circuit court, 7th Circuit court, and
Chancery Court, Part III, which hearshear motions at 9:30 a.m-;—and-theFeourth
Cireutt—which-hearsmotionsat 9:06-a-+m—. central time.

b=(b) ApprepriatenoticeshallbepublishedThe Clerks’ offices will publish notices when
aany court will not havehold a motion docket on a Friday.

€(c) Judges will erdeaverdo their best to arrange their
motion dockets to minimize delay—fer—tawyers. If a lawyer—is—aware—that—an

argumentmotion will berequire prolonged;,—the—tawyer—_argument, counsel should
attemptcontact the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court

to setask if the motion should be specially-_set.




o—§ 26.03—Fourteen—__14-Day Minimum Notice of Hearing en-Metiens;

Summary-Judgmentfor Motions-Filed-Thirty-SevenbDays Before Hearing; Resetting

Motions

—(a) TFheneticeNotice of hearing as—ecentaired—in—tocal Rule 26-05{b)—shaHof any

motion, other than a motion for summary judgment, must be filed and served at
least feurteen—+{14) calendar days before the scheduled hearing date—, unless the
parties agree otherwise. See Local Rule 26.05.

a-ANotice of hearing of a motion for summary judgment eanretmust be heard
wrtifiled and served at least thirty-seven+37) calendar days afteritisfiled-before
the scheduled hearing date unless the parties agree otherwise—agree—. See Local
Rule § 26.01(b).

b-(b) In Circuit Court, themevingparbyrneedsfileno—furthernotice-if thea motion
hearing-date-is contindedreset by agreement-ef-al—parties or by court order—, no

further notice is required.
e:(c) In Chancery Court, if a motion is reset by agreement, a—fited-the moving party

must file a notice of the new metien-hearing date mustbeprovidedte-the Clerk-by

faxed-letter-or-othermeans—Fhis—notice—must-beprevided-byno later than 11:59
p.m. ESFcentral time on the Monday before the Friday on which the motion istewill

be heard.

8§ 26.04—__ Motions, Responses, Replies, and Briefs

(a) a—Metiens—shal—<learly—Every motion must state with—particularitythe—grounds
therefere;the specific factual and shalsetferth-legal grounds for the motion and

the specific relief or order seughtasregquired-byFenrn—requestedR—civ—P—702.

(b) b~—Every motion or response which-may-reguirethat asks the reselution—efcourt to
resolve an issue of law; and every-moetien—orrespense—in—whichthat relies on legal
authority is+eliedupoen;—shalimust be aecempaniedsupported by a memorandum of
law and facts-in—suppert-thereef:. Any motion, response, brief, or memorandum of
law that makes—reference—to—cites a transcript or deposition shall-make—referenee
temust cite the specific page{s)—ef—the—transeript—invelved—Whenever—a
memorandum—<itesan_and line.

If counsel cites unreported Tennessee decisiondecisions, or a-decisiendecisions from
acourt-ofanotherother state courts or from federal jurisdiction;counselshall-attach
a—complete—copy—ofthe—eopinion—to—thememeorandum;courts, counsel shal—-alse
furnish—a—copy—oefany-—such—epiniermust provide copies of those decisions only to

opposing eeunsel—self-represented parties. Counsel need not provide copies of
unreported or foreign decisions to the court unless the cited authority is not available
in any reporter or legal research database.

(c) e—Whenrequesting-teaveAny party filing a motion to amend a pleading;the
meworgﬂeaFty must attach a copy of the proposed amended pleadlng to the motlon

%h&gfeuﬁdl'rfeeepﬁeaheﬂ%e the moving party must ﬂle the amended pleaqu

within 10 business days after the court enters the order granting the motion_to
amend unless the court orders otherwise.




(d) Any party opposing a motion must file and serve a written response on all parties,
stating the specific grounds for opposing the motion, supported by relevant legal
authority—fapphieable. If no response is filed, the motion shah-will be considered
unopposed and, except for good cause shown, may be granted-with-the-exception

See Rule39)-Local Rule § 39 for exceptions to this Rule in certain probate matters.

e—Responses to motions,—including—counter—affidavits,—depositions,briefs,—orany
ether—matterspresented_are encouraged but not required in eppesitierdomestic

relations cases.

(e) Responses to motions, except motions for summary judgment, including all
supporting materials, must be filed with-theclerk's-officeand served by 11:59 p.m.

ESTcentral time on Monday before the Frlday on which the motion 1sJeewHI be heard

If Monday
a-is_a holiday and the CIerks ofﬁces e#th&eeurederk&are closed responses te

metiens—must be filed with—the—~€lerk's—effice—byand served before 11:59 p.m.
GSIFcentraI t|me on—the Tuesday before the Frlday on which the mot|on is—to—be

ﬁo—later—t—han—l—l—59—p—m—GST—'Fuesdaywnl be heard.
f—RephesResponse to F%pmﬁwmotlons for summary 1udqment must be

he \AMednpe be

filed wi
enwhreh%h&meﬂerHH&beJneard—'Fh&FepMmusealse%eand served on aII other

parties no later than 5 business days before the date of the motion hearing under

Tenn. R. Civ. P. 3159 p-m—ECSTentheWednesday-56. See also Local Rule §

26.01(c). For example, if the summary judgment motion will be heard on a Friday,
the response to the motion must be filed and served the Friday before the Friday-on
whieh-the-scheduled motion hearing.

(f) If no response is_timely-filed and served, the court will consider the motion

to be heardunopposed and, except for good cause, may grant the motion,
with no appearance required at the time and date scheduled for the

hearing.

Ceunsel-erpre—se-litigant-shal-thenThe moving party must submit thea proposed
order consistent with Local Rule § 33-—Fhe-erdershal, which should recite that no

response to the motion was timely filed or persernaty-served.

See Local Rule § 39 for exceptions to this Rule in certain Prebateprobate matters.

Responses to motions are encouraged but not required in domestic relations cases.

(g) Replies to responses, which are permitted but not required, must be filed and served
by 11:59 p.m. central time on Wednesday before the Friday on which the motion
will be heard.




8§ 26. 05—Deeketmg—MetreHs—feF Notice of Hearmg aﬁd—DﬁpesmeﬂRegmred

motion must be noticed for hearlnq elther included with the motlon |tself orbya seDarate notice
that is filed and served on all parties at least 14 calendar days before the hearing date, or 37
days before the hearing date of a motion for summary judgment, unless the parties agree
otherwise. See Local Rules §§ 26.03(a); 26.01(b).

The notice shaladviseal-etherpartiesthat-of hearing must state the date, time, and place
the motion will be heard and must state in bold type that the failure to fileand-serve—a-timely

file and serve a written response to the motion witmay result in the motion being granted
without further hearing. See Local Rule 26.04(f).

Any party may f|Ie and serve a not|ce of hearing for any motlon that is ﬁled W|thout a notlce

of hearing, regardless of which party filed the motion.

§ 26.06—Persoenal- “Service” Defined

“Service” Fer-purpeses-ef-thisRule,persenal-servicemeans delivery;—+aaiting by hand, mail,
e-service—er—transmission—efa—faesimie—{i-e;—", fax", or “teleeopieremail such that the

document served is phy5|caIIy or eIectronlcaIIv recelved by the specified date and time. fanthe

“E-service” means the automatically--generated electronic transmission, by and through an
e-filing system, of a notice to all participants in a case who are registered users of the e-filing
system and who have elected to receive e-service that a document has been e-filed. -Electrenie
Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 46A. E-service does not include service of process or Summerssummons to
gain jurisdiction over persons or property.

& 26.07—_Specially Set and Expedited Hearings
(a) Special Settihng———of ————Metions Settings:

Where-In cases governed by special procedures, where argument on a motion will
be prolonged, or in some other circumstances-warrant,—+notiens-, the court may be
specially set with—theCalendarClerkef-each—eourt-motion hearings at times other
than on the regular motion docket. A—metien—te—set-Counsel should contact the
court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court to schedule a

hearing date.
(b) Expedited Hearings: When a matter is particularly urgent, the court may, in its

discretion, hear it on an expedited hearingshal-beaccompanied-by-basis.

The party should file a motion for relief, with a separate motion for an attached
expedited hearing, and a proposed order_on the motion for expedited hearing that
includes blanks for the court to set the date and time for the expedited hearing if
the court grants the motion for expedited hearing.




& 26.08—_Failure to Appear at a Motion Hearing; Late Appearance

_If anya party does not appear at a scheduled hearing—on—a—metion—oerany—other—matter
seheduledto-be-heard-onthemotion-decketmotion hearing, the court may strike or adjudicate

the motion. EeunselAnyone who will be late for a motion hearing shalshould notify the court’s
staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk ef-the-assignred-ceurt-in advance-efChancery Court before
the hearing or have an announcement te—thateffect-made at the call of the motion docket. If
the movant fails to appear; and the court strikes the motion, the court may tax;—as—<eests;award
reasonable fees and expenses in favor of the opposing party who did—appearappeared at the
scheduled hearing.

8§ 26.09—_Striking or Pestpenement-efContinuing Motions
After a motion hasbeen—-decketedis set for hearing, the movant may strike or pestpene

acontinue the motion upenwith timely notice to all parties— and the court’s staff in Circuit Court
or Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court.

the parties agree to
strike or continue a motion, the movant must tlmely notify the court’s staff in Circuit Court or
Calendar Clerk ef-the-assigred-court—in Chancery Court.

__ If amya party strikes or pestpenrescontinues a motion without giving notice, the court may
tax;—as—eests;award reasonable fees and expenses in favor of any party who appearedappears
at the scheduled hearing.

§ 26.10 Agreed Orders
Resolving Motions by Agreement
__ If anagreed-erderiste-besubmitted-dispesing-efthe parties resolve a motion_ by agreement,
counsel shat-advisemay either notify the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk e#the

assigred-eeurtpriertein Chancery Court before the hearing or may-se-announce at the hearing
that they will submit a proposed agreed order.

8§ 26.11—TheHearing Motion Hearings

(a) —a)—~0ral Argument. Motions with responses shal—beare orally argued
unless waived-by-agreement,—excepted-by-erderof-the-the parties agree to waive
oral argument or the court_orders otherwise, or where aprisenerproceedspro-sean

inmate is self-represented. The court may, in its discretion and after allowing time
for responses and replies, enter an order on a motion without oral argument, even
if a party has requested it.

efExcept as may be permitted in domestlc relatlons and Probate cases, mot|on

hearings are argument only, and the court ferthe-intreduction-ef-oral-testimenydoes

not take any evidence.

(c) Remote Hearings. The court may, in its discretion, conduct hearings remotely by
teleconference or videoconference. Any party who wishes to be heard remotely must
contact the court’s staff in Circuit Court or Calendar Clerk in Chancery Court to
request a remote hearing, and provide notice to all parties of the request before the
time-of-the-hearing.

8§ 26.12—_ Motions in Limine

Local Rule § 30 governs motions in Metiens-in-limine-are-geverned-by-tocalRule30.

8§ 26.13—_ Motions to Compel Discovery

Local Rules §§ 22.08 - 22.12 govern Special-requirementsrelated-te-motions involving
discovery disputes-areaddressed-by-tocal Rule 22-:08-22-12.



& 26.14—_ Determining Class Action-DeterminationActions

_ Within sixty—{60}_calendar days after the-filing efa—cemplaintin-a class action;—wunrless—this
complaint, the plaintiff must move the court to determine whether the plaintiff may maintain
the suit as a class action under Tenn. R. Civ. P. 23. The plaintiff may seek an extension of the
60-day filing period is—extended-en-by separate motion for good cause-appearing,—theplaintiff
shalt-movefora-determinationunder Rule 23-03(1) Fenn—.

__ In R—civ-P—whetherthe-caseiste-be-maintained-asa-elassaetion—In-ruling upen-suechaon
the motion, the Seurtcourt may allow the class action-te-be-se-maintained,—may, disallow and

strike the class action allegations, or may—erder—pestpenement—efpostpone the_ class
determlnatlon pending dlscovery or sueh—other prellmlnary procedures—as—appealute—be

the. When the court extends the 60- dav class determ|nat|on f|||nq reqwrement the court must

estabhsh a date bv wh|ch the plalntlff must renew the motion for class determmatlon—shaH—be

§ 26.15- Default Judgement-Motion—-with-CertifiecateJudgment Motions

Any motion Al-metiensfor default judgment seeking a—judgmentFfor-liquidated damages
shalmust specifically state the amount sought and be accompanied by a eertificate-which-shalt

substantialhyecomply—with-the-Default Judgment Certificate that states:

(i) the date the defendant was served;
(ii) that the defendant has not filed an answer or otherwise responded to the complaint;

(iii) the total amount due, including
- the amount of the original obligation,
- the amount the defendant has paid,
- the amount of interest requested,
- the amount of attorney fees and expenses requested, and
- the remaining balance due;
(iv) if there is any difference between the balance due and the amount sought in the
default judgment-certificate-in, the appendix—Areason for the difference;
(v) the written instrument, if any, that is the basis of the claim has been filed with the
court or the reason why it has not been made part of the record; and

(vi) the legal basis for any attorney fee request-fernen-tiguidated-damages-willreguire,
with a damages—hearingcopy of the written instrument attached if it is not already

filed with the court.

A form Default Judgment Certificate is available on the Clerks’ websites.

If the motion for default judgment includes a request for attorney fees and expenses, the
attorney must also file an affidavit or declaration listing the service providers, the services
provided, the time spent, the suggested fee award, and other relevant facts, including facts
required under Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 8, RPC § 1.5, applicable case law, and any other information
the court requests, to allow the court to determine whether the fees were reasonable and
necessary. See Local Rule § 5.05.

RULE 27—ADMINISTRATION__ ADMINISTERING AND SCHEDULING ©F€IREUIT
AND-EHANECERYCIVIL CASES_ AND TRIALS

8§ 27.01— Case Administration-ef-Cases

Administrationefeases _ Cases in the-Chancery Ceurts—and-Ciregit-Court WV {exereising
Hesjurisdiction-inProbatematters)y-willbesetare administered by the-irdividual-Chanecery-Court
and-in-general-pursuant-te-each court and, generally, under Local Rules §§ 27.02, 27.03, and
27.04-erpursuant-te-Rule 39-ferall Prebate matters—Administration—ef.




Cases in 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 8th Circuit Courts handling—eivijory—er—(non-jory—{ren—

famitytaw—eases)-will-be-handledpursuant-toRuledomestic relations and non-probate-related
cases) are administered under Local Rules §§ 27.02, 3{27.03},4+, 27.04%, and 5{27.05%}

Cases in 3rd and 4th Circuit Courts (domestic relations cases) are administered by each
court under their respective Chamber Rules.

Cases in 7th Circuit Court (probate cases) are administered by the court and under Local

Rule & 39.

& 27.02—Method-of-_Setting Cases _For Trial
Cases shal-beare set for trial inaccerdance-with-thefelewing:—as follows:

A—CHANCERY:

(a) Chancery Court:

1. By agreement ef-ceunsel-after eensuttationconsulting with the_court’s Calendar
Clerk-fer-eachPart-of Chaneery-Court—;

2. At a Scheduling Conference;

3. By motion; or

4. At the Chancellor’s discretion, with notice to the parties.
(b) 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 8th Circuit Courts:
2-1.At a Scheduling Conference with the originating Ehaneery-Court—court;

3—By-motion-to-the-individual-ChaneeHorin-Chancery-cases:
4. —At-the-diseretion-of aChaneelHerwith-neticeto—counselinChancery—€ases-

2. By agreement ef-thepartiesin-Cirenit-casesfor a date within the ““open docket™

3. By motion teon the Assignment Judge—en—histherregularly—scheduledludge’s
regular motion docket-fer-al-Ciredit-cases-whereagreementisnetpessibledate
hasnotbeensetata-SchedulingCenferenee;; or-datesseughtarebeyond-the
IIEIEEIq dEEEEt"_

4. Atthe discretion of the Assignment Judgeludgment, with notice to counsel, ferin
expedited cases.

(c) 3rd and 4th Circuit Courts: Under those courts’ respective Chamber Rules.
(d) 7th Circuit Court: Under Local Rule § 39.11.




& 27.03—_Certifying Cases Are Ready When Set

When parties set a case for trial by agreement or by motion without objection, all counsel
and self-represented parties certify that they are available for trial and that the case will be
ready for trial in all respects on the trial date, subject to Tenn. R. Civ. P. 16.

§ 27.04 [Deleted]

27-05—Ceontinvancesin-Chanceryand-Cirewit-Cases§ 27.05 Continuing Civil

Trials

(a) Parties may not agree to continue a——€ases_trial without court approval.

In Chancery Court, a trial may only be continued enrly-by leave of court on motion
for good cause.

In 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 8th Circuit courts, a trial may only be continued with leave

of - the originating court, or by the Judge to whom the case is assigned for tr|aI by

b—Absence-eof a—witresswill-retbeafor good cause.

Trial continuances in 3rd and 4th Circuit Courts are governed by those courts’
respective Chamber Rules.

Trial continuances in 7th Circuit Court are governed by Local Rule § 39.11

(b) A witness’ absence is not cause for a continuance unless thea subpoena kasbeenfor
the witness’ presence at trial was issued and-dated—+tenlQ calendar days prierte
abefore trial for a local witness-ard, or 14 calendar days before trial for an out--of--
county witness, pursuant-teas required under Local Rule § 28.02.

(c) e—When a casetrial is set by agreement, or set upenby motion without an
objection-te-having-itsetfatlurete-have-completed, the court will not continue the
trial because the parties did not complete discovery, irabilityor were not able to
take a deposition, or fature-to-have—cempleteddid not complete any other trial
preparation-will-net-bea-causefor-preparations.

(d) If the court grants a continuance—, the order granting the continuance must state
the reason for the continuance and must continue the trial to a date certain or a
date to be set by separate order.

(e) e—If the court grants a continuance-is—granted, the esurtnon-moving party may

apply for an award of attorney fees and expenses—and—atterneys—fees—ineclading
eempensation—+te, and may include compensating witnesses for lestircome—andfor
travel or other related expenses anrd-taxthe-sametaxed as court costs.




8§ 27.06—Administration Administering and Assighment-oefAssigning Circuit Court
Jury-Cases for Jury Trials

(a) &= The Presiding Judge shat-desigratedesignates a Circuit Court Judge
as the Assignment Judge.

(b) b- The Assignment Judge after
eonsuttationconsults with the other Circuit Court Judges trying jury cases;—wilt
sehedule__and schedules the jury trial weeks. The Assignment Judge shat
establishthen sets the ““open~” and *"closed*decket—" dockets.

(c) e—The Circuit Court Clerk shal-assigrassigns jury cases to the various courts for
pre-trial proceedings_as the cases are filed.

(d) & Scheduling or Planning Conference. Each court shal
establishestablishes a method by which the parties shal-meet face--to--face within

4-6 months of fiirg-when the case is filed. This conference may be held by the
judge;Judge, a law clerk, a court officer, a special master, or in—sueh-othermanner

as-established-by-theindividualas the court— otherwise directs.

During this conference, the parties with-the-help-ofthejudge-erdesignee-wil-discuss
the case’s track assignment efthe-ease-(as outlined in seetienfsubsection (g) below;

gwse-ef-), mediation or other alternative dispute resolution (“*ADR;—preparatien—of"’),
a scheduling order, a second conference or pretrialpre-trial conference if necessary,

a trial date-ifapplicable-eranether-, and any other appropriate deadlineto-manage

the-case_management deadlines.

(e) e—Differentiated Case Management. Every action filed in the-Circuit Court shat
beis designated as a—GeneraI Sessmn Appeal (“GSAQL Expedlted Standard or
Complex ot v
governs how the case is admlnlstered and scheduled All General Sessmns Appeals
are presumptively designated "GSA”; all other cases are presumptively designated

“Standard i The partles may move the court to medify—the—designatien—Fhe
¢ i edesignate a case-

as “Expedlted" or “Complex

1. +—GSA:General Sessions Appeals ("GSA”). General Sessions Appeals are
presumptively classified as "GSA". Fhese—are—ecases—thatGSAs can be
prepared for trial with minimal discovery and other pretrialpre-trial
proceedings. The completion goal is 180 calendar days from the date of
filing. GSA cases must be set for trial inaecerdanee—withunder Local Rule §
20.

2. 2—Expedited:—A-—personal. Personal injury ease-withcases involving soft
tissue damage, with limited discovery needs, with-no agreement fertheto
use of-ADR, and no party insistenceinsists on trial. The completion goal is
270 calendar days from the date of filing.

3. 3—Standard:i—A—<ase. Cases with no unique circumstances requiring
lengthy discovery or trial time. All cases are presumptively classified as
"standard" unless etherwisethey are designated_otherwise. The completion
goal is enel year from_the date of filing.

4. 4—Complex+—A—ease-that-will-requirelengthy-discovery—trial-preparation

aﬁd—er—tHaJ—tﬁre—by—Feaseﬁ—ef—ﬁtmﬁrber—ef Cases involving multiple parties

invelved,—aumber—of, claims, and defenses—raised;; complex facts; and

difficult IegaI diffieutty-of-issues-presented,factual-difficulty-ora-combination

efthese—factors,—which—requires—a—. Complex cases require customized

Scheduling Order—which—eentains—dates—for—ADBR,—completion—efOrders

allowing for longer discovery and time-te-setatriaktrial preparation periods,

for ADR, and for longer trials. The completion goal is twe2 years from the
date of filing.




(f) g—Scheduling Orders. AHln all cases-shall-eperateunder, the court will require a
Scheduling Order-that-establishes. The Scheduling Order must establish deadlines
for—cempletion—ofto _complete discovery;_and ADR, and must either set a trial
datesdate or a date by which the trial must be set—Fhe-date-by-whichatrial-must
be—set—or—thetrial-date—shalappear in the first numbered paragraph of each
Seheduling-the Order. ¥
If the parties do not obtain an order setting the case for trial isretfiled—with—the
Clerk-by the required-date;,—thendeadline established in the Scheduling Order, the
court will dismiss the case shalt-be-autematicaty-dismissed-without further notice.

The Scheduling©Orderparties may not be-changedagree to change the Scheduling

Order without leave of court.

(g) h~—Central Assignment System. All Circuit Court easesferjury trials—witl-betrial
cases are set on a central assignment docket, which wil—beis administered as
follows:

1l. 1+—The Cirewit—CourtAssignment Clerk shall—assigh—an—employee—to
everseeoversees and beis responsible to the Assignment Judge for

administering the administration—ef—this—system—{hereinafter—ealed—the
“Central Assignment Elerk-)System.

2. 2—A-The Assignment Clerk keeps a central docket will-be-maintained-inthe
d%ef%&by—ﬂ%e%s&game&%&%for the—setting ef—jury cases—for

bJ

3. 3—The Assignment Judge, or his/ or her designee-shal-assign, assigns the
cases set for trial in @aany given week; to the varieus—Cirenit—-Courts—for
trialcourts conducting jury trials until al<asesforthat-weekthe trials are
completed.Ir

If the eventtrial of a case isdoes not reached—for—trialin—any—available
eeurt;begin on the day it is set, the case will be earried-everfrem-continued
to the next day te-day-witheutless-ef-itsplace-inthe-oerderof-trial-until itis
either—reachedfor—trial-ertransferredto—aready—<court—In—theeventof
hardshipatawyermay-apply-te-the-the court ferresettingat-to which the

case was assigned for trial, or another court, is available to conduct the trial.

If the trial of a case has not begun by the end of the second day-

4—Any—ease, counsel may be-exempted-byapply to the Assignment Judge

orto reset the case.

4. The Assignment Judge or the Judge in the originating jadgecourt may enter
an order exempting a case from the centralassignment—systemCentral
Assignment System and setsetting the case for trial in the eriginraloriginating
court-by—a-specific-order.

8 27.07—Central-Assignmentof __ Administering and Assigning Circuit Court
Nen-Jury-Cases for FriciNon-Jury Trials

(a) By Agreement. The parties may set a)—AHl non-jury

trials—may—be——set—by
agreementprevided—the-trial date isappreved-by_agreed order if the Assignment
Clerk—t—a—trial-_has approved the trial date. The parties must tell the Assignment

Clerk if the trial will last more than erel day;the-Assighment-Clerkmustbenotified.

(b) by—MetiensBy Motion. A party must file a motion to set wil-be-hearda non-jury
trial in the originating court-te—which—+the-ecase—wasfirstassighed-whenfiled—Fhe
avatlabiity—ef, only after obtaining available trial dates must-be-seeured-from and

appreved-by-the Assigrment-Clerkcourt’s staff.




(c) ey——-~Orders to Set. All orders setting non-jury eases-for-trial-wilitrials
must include an estimatien-by-counselestimate of how long the trial sheutdwill last.

RULE 28—__SUBPOENAS

§ 28.01—_Subpoenas Issued by Clerk

The Clerks issue all Ia—~€ivilaetions;subpoenas filed—by—€onventienalpaper-in Circuit and
Chancery Courts.

In Clrcwt Court subm|t one copy sh&kbeﬂssuedﬂqeﬂgﬂeekbﬁhee{erk—m%ﬁp%%&

exetusmﬁ&feeof the subpoena eIectromcaIIv to the CIerk for issuance.

__In Chancery Court—Fhe—<clerk—shall-retissue—a—subpeenra—unless—itshews—on—its—face
comphance-with-—Tenn—, submit the subpoena by conventional paper form, in triplicate, to the
Clerk for issuanceR—Eiv—P-—45-07.

§ 28.02—_Time for Issuing Subpoenas_for Trial

__ Subpoenas for a-local witresswitnesses must be issued and-dated-by-the-eclerk-no later than
ten—10}_calendar days before the date of trial unless prierappreval-hasbeen—granted-by-the
Judgeferan—extension—Ithewithressistebeserved-the court has allowed issuance within a

shorter time.

Subpoenas for out--of-the--county;—+thesubpeena W|tnesses must be |ssued by-the—<€lerk-no

calendar davs before the date of trial, unless the court has aIIowed issuance within a shorter
time.

The Clerk must issue a subpoena even if it is requested after the dates—set—forth
abevedeadlines established by this Rule.

8§ 28.03—Address-of- Witness Addresses on Subpoenas

The attorney or party requesting a subpoena must provide the Ceunsel-ofrecord-shal-be
responsibleforprevidingstreet address and phone rambersnumber, if known, of the witnhess on
the requested subpoenafs)-.

& 28.04—_ Prison Inmates

Tenn. Code Ann. § 41-21-304 governs the Fheattendance of prison inmateinmates who are
witnesses or parties in civil cases—remains—geverned-by FHEASE4121-304.




& 28.05—_Subpoenas For Medical Records

All subpoenas issued-by—theClerk—orClerk—and—Masterto_medical providers for medical
records shal—refleet—complianeemust comply with the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountablllty Act (H I.P.A.A-)—See.), see 45 C F.R. § 164 512(e)—T—he~€Wlee#€eufPeF€|e1CKL
and M CP

subﬁeeﬂa—felﬁm—memdesmclude the following_notice notlce

- #1pAAH.I.P.A.A. NOTICE

A copy of this subpoena has been provided to esunselfer-the patient or the patientby-—mai-er
faestmilepatient’s counsel on the day of ——— , 20— , SO
as to allow him#_or her sever{7321 days to:

____(A) serve the recipient of the subpoena by-facsimile-with a written objection to the subpoena,

with-a—eepy-and provide notice of the netice-by-faesimiteobjection to the party that served the
subpoena, and

(B) simultaneously file and serve a motion for a protective order consistent with the
requirements of =Tenn. R.&:_Civ. P. 26.03, 26.07, and Local Rule §-22.10.

If no objection is made within sever{7}21 days of the above date, you shalimust process this
subpoena and produce the requested documents by the date and time specified in the subpoena.
The signature of counsel or the party on the subpoena is his or her certification that the above
notice was provided to the patient.

RULE 29:—__ PRE-TRIAL PROCEDURE IN CIVIL CASES

& 29.01— Required Exchange of Witnesses and Documents

_____ At least seventy-two{72)hours{excluding-weekends-and-heolidays)3 business days before the

trial-efa—<€ivil-ease, opposing counsel shaltmust either meet face-to-face or shat-hold a telephone
conference for-thefoHlewingpurposes+

to-:

ay(a) exchange the names of withesses;-irelading they expect to call at trial, including
anticipated impeachment or rebuttal witnesses, and the witnesses’ addresses and
home and business telephone numbers {if retinrcladedininterregatory—answers)

including—anticipated-impeachment-er—rebuttal-witnessesthat information was not
provided in discovery; and

bY(b) fe-make available for viewing and te-discuss proposed trial exhibits.

Inthe-eventthattheparties—_ If counsel hold a telephone conference rather than a face-to-
face meeting, they must make the exhibits shall-be—rmade—available for viewing before the
conference.

§ 29.02—_Notice ©fof Intent Feto Use Audio/AVistal or Video Recording or Animation
Is Reqtired
at Trial

Any Whenr—a—party who intends to utilizeuse an audio andfor wvisualvideo recording or
animation in a jury trial;eeunsel must fleaprovide written notice to al-adverse counsel at least
ten—10)_business days before a-trial. Adverse counsel shallmust be permitted to review the
recording or animation in the form teit will be offered at trial and shall-beaHlewed-to copy the
recording or animation at his or her expense.



__ Adverse counsel shaltmust promptly advise the ether—atterneyoffering party of eaeh
objectionany objections to the recording—TFhe-tawyers—shal-_or animation. Counsel must then
attempt in good faith to resolve the objections. If re—reselutienis+eached;they cannot resolve
their dispute, objecting counsel must file a motion in limine shalt-be—filted—anrd-set for hearing
sufficiently before trial se-that-the-ebjections-may-beruled-on-intime-to allow time for the court

to rule on the objections and for any necessary editing.

If the court has a chamber rule or has entered a pre-trial order establishing different
deadlines or procedures, then the chamber rule or pre-trial order controls.

& 29.03—_Trial Briefs in Non-Jury Eivil-Cases

Trial briefs are reqwred in }ﬁall non Jury civil casesﬁexeeﬁedwefeesjaﬁekeeﬂemlé}esaeﬂs

aﬁekhehdays%befere%hetﬁa#eﬁafwﬂﬁse—tﬁa# The Dartles must flle and serve thelr brlefs

—at least 3 business days

before trlal

____If an issue to—bebeing litigated at trial has been briefed in pre-trial motions and counsel

believes—that-themotion-briefadeguately—covered-theissuewishes to rely on his or her earlier

briefing, counsel may refer the court to the motion brief in lieu of briefing the issue for trial.

If the court has a chamber rule or has entered a pre-trial order establishing a different
deadline or procedure, then the chamber rule or pre-trial order controls.

RULE 30-—__ MOTIONS IN LIMINE

(a) MetiensEach court establishes its own procedures and deadlines governing motions in limine
in its chamber rules or pre-trial orders.

€(b) Local Rule § 29.02 governs motions in limine related to audio ard/or video recerdingor
recordings and animation;—are-geverned-by-tLocalRule 29-02-.

RULE 31—___JURY TRIALS IN CIVIL CASES

§ 31.01—_ Procedure

In any eivil-case in which a jury is demanded, the words “"JURY DEMAND*wiH-be-typewritten
" must appear in capital letters on the first page of the pleading opposite the case style-efthe

easeabeve-thespacefor, below the case number.

& 31.02—_ Number of Jurors

__ The court Ineiviltecases;ajury-ofsix{6)will be-eeonvened-seat a 6-person jury unless ene—of
thepartiesspeecificalhya party has made a written request for a 12-person jury-efewehre—.

& 31.03—_ Juror Challenges

____Agreeing to a jury of less than twelve{12)-will does not affect the number of juror challenges
nor-the-manner-of-making-themor how challenges are made.




& 31.04—_ Jury Instructions

(a) Jury Instructions. Reguests—Parties must file and serve requests for special jury
instructions shalrkbeff}eekat the end of the first day of trial or as the court otherwise

directed—by—the—court—3ury—directs. Special instructions may be requested
thereafterafter that only when the-issuecounsel could not have been-reasonably

anticipated by-—ceunselWhen-~counsel-submitsspecialthe issue.

Make requests eepies—shalbefurnishedto—adversarycounselWhenarequestfor
an-instruction-is-made-and-therequestisfor-a Tennessee Pattern Jury Instruction,
verbatim, theereques%sha%eumadebby reference to ““TPI (Civil) No-————with
use—ef— , usmg the most recent add+treﬂ—1-f—tl=re—request—|s—fer—a—med+ﬁeatreﬂ

edition.

ar Make requests for modified existing instructions must-be—aceompanied—by-by

reference to the pattern instruction by number, with the addition or deletion, and
cite to appropriate authority.

b-(b) Jury Interrogatories. Reguests—fer—Parties must file and serve requests for
jury interrogatories shatbefiled-at the end of the first day of trial or as the court

otherwise directed—by—the—courtdirects. Jury interrogatories may be requested
thereafterafter that only when the-issuecounsel could not have beerreasonably

anticipated by-—eceunselthe issue.

& 31.05—_ Copies for Jurors

Any party Ceunsel-erapre-setitigantoffering documentary evidence which-he-ershe-desires
for jurors to read shalmust provide a sufficiertrumberof-copiesto—enablecopy for each juror
in—eeurt-to-have-his-er-hereown-cepyplasand one copy for the court.

RULE 32—__ COURT REPORTERS IN CIVIL CASES

H-is-therespensibility-of The parties te-arrange-formust hire court reporters in civil cases.
Preeeedings—-mayThe court will not be-pestpenedcontinue or delayeddelay proceedings because
ef-a court reperter's-absencereporter is late or tardinressabsent.

RULE 33— ORDERS AND JUDGMENTS-IN-EFVIH--CASES
8§ 33.01—Preparation Preparing and Submissien-efSubmitting Orders and
Judgments

€ Orders-Unlessthecourtdirects-etherwise,atterneys- Counsel for prevailing parties

witk-prepare orders for entry by the court—Al unless the court directs otherwise. Proposed orders
mustshould be reeeived-bysubmitted to the elerkClerk and served on opposing counsel within

seven/ calendar days feHlewingafter the day-enr-which-thecourt’s ruling-iss-made-by-the-court.

& 33.02—_Disagreements over Contents of Orders and Judgments

The Clerk will hold proposed orders signed ©rders—centainingonly the-signature—ofby the

attorney preparingwho prepared the order wil-ret-be-enteredimmediatelybut-will-be-held-by
the—elerk—for-threefor 3 business days. Whenrlf opposing counsel reeeives—a—copy—efa-believes
the proposed order does not accuratelv reflect the court s ruling, he or she shalmust notlfy the

Feeewes—ﬁe—ebjeetreﬁcourt s staff in C|rCU|t Court or Calendar CIerk in Chancerv Court W|th|n the
three3-day period A
tethetefmseftheefder—eaehﬂsaftyﬂﬁ% and submlt a competmq order for the court to con5|der




If the court’s staff or Calendar Clerk does not receive a timely objection, the court’s staff or
Calendar Clerk will submit the proposed order ferto the eeurt's—consideration-Judge.

§ 33.03—_Court Costs

e-(a) All final judgments shall-previde—fer—the—taxding—efmust tax court costs. The
elerkClerk may refuse to enter anya proposed agreed final judgmentsjudgment or
compromise and settlement order until £ke-court costs in the case are paid.

f=(b) Wheneveritappearstetheclerkthata-When a judgment has been satisfied but
that-court costs have not been paid, the elerkClerk may apply to the court fera
retaxdng—ofceurtto re-tax costs. The elerk—shalnetifyClerk must provide notice to
the parties of the application and the date and time it-wil-be-censidered-by-the court
will consider it.

& 33.04—_Payment and Satisfaction of Judgments

(a) FurdsThe Clerk holds funds paid te—the—clerk-by—cheek-on local banks—will-nret-be

disbursed—unti—ten—(108)bank checks for 10 calendar days after the—<€lerk
reeeivesreceiving the check—Funrds before disbursing the funds.

The Clerk holds funds paid te—the—<€lerk-by—<checks—drawn-on out-of-town banrks—wilt
not-be-disbursed—untifeurteen{bank checks for 14} calendar days after the—elerk
reeeivesreceiving the check—Alimeny_before disbursing the funds.

e The Clerk may disburse alimony and child support checks may—be—disbursed
sooner at the Clerk’s discretion-efthe—<€lerk—.

h-(b) ©OrdersfordisbursingUnless an order to disburse funds;—etherthan_ is an agreed
erders;order, the order must be final and not subject to appeal before the elerkClerk
will disburse the funds.

(c) Upen—reeceiptof-When a party receives payment in satisfaction of a judgment,
whether through the elerkClerk or otherwise, ceunselwil-the party must file a notice
of satisfaction of judgment.

RULE 34— FUNDS PAID INTO COURT

Funds-_The Clerk does not invest funds paid into esurt-are-netinvestedCourt unless the elerk-is

eirectedHn—writing-te-vestcourt has entered an order directing the furdsby-the-partyenwhose
behalf-thefundsare-held-orby-theeeurt:Clerk to do so.

RULE 35—DELETED_[Deleted]
RULE 36—RESERVED [Reserved]

RULE 37—SPECTALPROCEDURESFORDIVOREE-OR DIVORCES AND DOMESTIC
RELATIONS CASES

Special procedures govern divorce and domestic relations cases in 3rd and 4th Circuit courts
and are set out in those courts’ respective Chamber Rules, which are available from each court’s
staff or on the Circuit Court Clerk’s website.




RULE38—SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR-ADOPTIONSRULE 38 ADOPTIONS

Adoptions are heard exclusively in 4th Circuit Court. The special procedures that govern
adoption proceedings are set out in the 4th Circuit Court’s Chamber Rules, which are available
from the court’s staff or on the Circuit Court Clerk’s website.
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PROBATE RULES

+—RULE39—SPECIAL PROCEDURES FORPROBATEMATTERS

RULE 39 PROBATE RULES

e—— 8§ 39.01—_Attorneys:, Self-Represented Litigants, and Business Entities




(a) Non-attorneys acting in an individual capacity may file documents. Non-attorneys
acting in an individual capacity may appear, represent, and advocate for themselves
in court.

Non-attorneys acting in a fiduciary capacity may file documents if authorized or
required to do so by statute. Non-attorneys acting in a fiduciary capacity may
appear, represent, and advocate for themselves in court if the matter does not
require the professional judgment of an attorney. If the matter requires the
professional judgment of an attorney, the court may require the fiduciary to be
represented by an attorney.

(b-) An attorney who files a petition,—epens—an—estate,—er—whoe—is—representing
document on behalf of an Interested Party (see Rule § 39.02(d)) becomes thean
attorney of record for that party-byfiling—a—pleading-ernotice—ef appearanceand
shalt+remain. See Local RuIe § 5.01. An attorney of record &HJress—aﬁd—remams
attorney of record unt|I s v

t—hereleased bv court order—e*pressJ—y—prewdes—et—heFMHse—

(c) Business entities may file creditor claims against decedents’ estates without counsel
of record, but a non-attorney officer or employee of a business entity may not
represent the business entity or make legal arguments in court proceedings to
adjudicate creditor claims.

& 39.02—_ Definitions; Service of Process; Notice; Interested Parties:

=(a) SerV|ce of Process —l—When—Fequ+Fed—by—stat&te—er—these—Ru+es—SeF\Hee—e¥

by statute or these Rules, a Dartv must effect Service of Process by serving a petition

and a summons under Tenn. R. Civ. P. 4.

(b) “Notice*+. When required by statute or these Rules, a party must give Notice to all
Interested Parties shal-be-given-by mailing, faxing, e-servieeserving, emailing, or
hand delivery—ofdelivering the required documents to each Interested Party (see

Local Rule 39.02(d)) or their atterrey)-inconformity-withregquirements-efF-counsel
under Tenn. R.&: Civ. P. 5.

If an Interested Party is a minor or incompetent person, Notice shallmust also be

given to the minor’s legal guardian{s}—and/_or guardians or custodial parent{s}-ef
the-miner_ or parents and to the_adult person’s conservator or attorney in fact under
a power of attorney.

a- If an adultpersen—Itf-Interested PartiesareParty is under disability and kavehas
no custodial parent, legal guardian-er, conservator;—such-shal-bebroughttothe

Court's or attorney in fact under a power of attorney, the petitioner must bring that

fact to the court s attentlon Jheferegemgﬂetwrthstaﬂdmgﬂqe#rrkaddmerkte%he

“(c) Adversary Proceeding*:. Adversary Proceedings include butarenottimited—teo
Civi-Aetions—as-defiredcivil act|ons under FTenn. R.&: Civ. P. 2 and proceedings:

- to probate a will or codicil in solemn form;

- to appoint a conservator;
- to appoint an expedited limited healthcare fiduciary;




- to appoint a quardian;

- to divest an interest in real property;

- to bring real property into the probate estate;

- to contest or set aside an instrument or transaction;

- to remove a fiduciary;;

- to surcharge a fiduciary;prebate-atost-erdestreyed-wit;;

- to determine beneficiaries;;
- to construe a witl;document;
- to cancel a devise;;

- to partition property for thepurpeses-ef-distribution;;

- to determine a pretermitted share;and;
- to revoke probate of a will or codicil;

- to modify or terminate a trust;

__ - for revocatien-of probateofa—willk—Otherdeclaratory judgment; and
- other proceedings may-be-deelared-the court declares as Adversary

b-

Proceedings.

The court conducts Adversary Proceedings shall—be—prepared,—discovery

conducted,—and—tried—as—Civil-Actionspursuantteunder the Tennessee Rules of Civil

Procedure, the Tennessee Rules of Evidence, and these Local Rules.

€

=(d) Interested Parties®:. An Interested Party is a person or entity having
an interest in a matter before the Ceurtcourt. Depending on the type of
estateproceeding or matter at issue, an Interested Party may include a spouse,
beneficiary, legatee,—devisee;,—creditor, fiduciary, ardor next of kin. Next of kin are
these-persons entitled under -c-A<Tenn. Code Ann. § 31-2-104 to inherit as if the
decedent died intestate.

Iraselvent"Testate” means the decedent died with a valid will or codicil.

“Intestate” means the decedent died without a valid will or codicil.

A “solvent” estate means a decedent’s estate that has sufficient probate assets to

pay all of the decedent’s debts, taxes, and expenses of administration.

An “insolvent” estate means a decedent’s estate that does not have sufficient

probate assets to pay all of the decedent’s debts, taxes, and expenses of
administration.

“Probate assets” include all assets passing under the decedent’s valid will or codicil

or by intestate succession, except for interests in real property that vested in the
estate beneficiaries.

1. Interested Parties in the administration of Decedents’ Estates are:

(A) In a testate estate;the-surviving-spouseand-allegatees,deviseesand:

a-=_all beneficiaries named in the testamentary instrument(s) being offered
eradmitted-tofor Probate;

—Ina-selventintestate-estate,thesurviving-speuseand-the decedent’s
intestate heirs efthe-decedent-as-deseribedatT-EA—§-under Tenn
Code Ann. § 31-2-104-



*_Ina-matter-contesting-the-validity-ofa, except that an heir ceases to be
an Interested Party when testamentary instrument—effered—er(s) are
admitted to Prebatethesurviving-speuseprobate and intestate-heirsof
the decedentasdeseribedat A8 31-2-104,alHegatees;devisees
anrd—beneficiaries—named—irheir is not a beneficiary under the
testamentary instrument-being-offered-eradmitted-to-Probate,andany
legatees;—devisees;—and—beneficiaries—of any—preceding—testamentary
instrumentto-that being-offered-oradmitted-toProbate;—(s); and
2Ina-Censervatership;,InterestedPartiesinelude-the speuseand-next
efkin—ef-decedent’s creditors who have filed claims to the extent that
the claims have not been dismissed, withdrawn, or released.

(B) In an intestate estate:
= the decedent’s intestate heirs under Tenn. Code Ann. § 31-2-104; and

= the decedent’s creditors who have filed claims to the extent that the
claims have not been dismissed, withdrawn, or released.

2. Interested Parties in the administration of Conservatorships and expedited
limited healthcare fiduciary cases are:
= the respondent;
= the respondent’s next of kin; and-thepersen{s)
= anyone who havehas been primarily responsible for the respondent's
person andfor finances-
3—Ina-Guardianship;—, or both.
3. Interested Parties include—both—parentsin the administration of Guardianships
are:
= the minor—;
= the_minor’s parents;
= the minor’s next of kin if both parents are deceased;;
= the minor’s legal guardians or custodians; and-persen{s)
= anyone who has been primarily responsible for the minor's person ard/
or finances-
4—Ina-proceeding-to-terminate—a-trust—, or both.
4. Interested Parties include-—currentineemein Trust Proceedings are:
= all qualified beneficiaries;remainder-beneficiariesef-thetrust—;
= all fiduciaries; and
= the grantor, if the grantor is living.
5
5. It is not necessary to serve Notice andor Service of Process reed-not-beserved

apoenron an Interested Party who jeinsinis also a petition-asa-Petitionerpetitioner

or who files a sworn waiver or consent.




(e) Probate Court Masters. The court may designate a judicial officer as “Special
Master” or “Probate Master” in the Probate Court. The “Special Master” and
“Probate Master” have the powers of a trial judge to hear matters as the court
directs or refers, including proceedings:

1. to grant or deny name changes;

to admit wills and codicils to probate;

to appoint and remove fiduciaries;

to require, waive, increase, or decrease bond;

to require or waive inventories, property management plans, and
accountings;

6. to review, approve, and disapprove inventories, property management
plans, and accountings;

7. to review, approve, and disapprove notices of insolvency and plans of
distribution;

8. to adjudicate creditor claims;

9. to adjudicate exceptions to inventories, property management plans, and
accountings;

10. to adjudicate requests for approval of attorney fees and expenses;

11. to adjudicate requests for approval of fiduciary fees and expenses;

12. to adjudicate requests for surviving spouse entitlements including elective
share, year’s support allowance, exempt property, and homestead;

13. to conduct review and case management hearings;
14. to enter review and case management orders;

15. to make reports and recommendations; and

16. to preside over all matters as the court may refer.

o1 | W N

8§ 39.03—_Decedents’ Estates ef Becedents:

a) &) Petitions to Probate WiHs,—Cediceils—and—ether
Testamentary Inastrument:iInstruments (Wills  and  Codicils). A verified
Petitionpetition to probate a will,—codicil,—other—testamentary instrument er—te
administeran-intestate-estate shallsetforth-sueh-(will or codicil) must include all of
the mformatlon asw‘rrequlred by statute and these Rules Iﬁﬁestateestat&the

serve—petition must contam a Daraqraph that |dent|f|es the names, addresses ages,
and relationships to the decedent of all beneficiaries under the testamentary
instrument.




identifies the names, addresses, ages, and relationships to the decedent of all the

decedent’s intestate heirs under Tenn. Code Ann. § 31-2-104. The petition must
include sufficient explanation to enable the court to understand why the petitioner
asserts that such persons are intestate heirs. For example, to the extent the
circumstances require further explanation, the petitioner must provide details such
as the decedent’s (i) marital status at the time of death, (ii) surviving spouse and
children, (iii) predeceased children who left surviving descendants, (iv) surviving
and deceased parents, (v) surviving siblings, (vi) predeceased siblings who left
surviving descendants, (vii) surviving grandparents, and (viii) deceased
grandparents who left surviving descendants.

The petition must inform the court if any beneficiary or heir is under disability and
represented by a parent, guardian, custodian, conservator, or attorney in fact under
a power of attorney.

If any names, addresses, ages, or relationships are unknown to the petitioner, the
petition must include an explanation of the reasonable efforts made to obtain the
information.

The petition must state the approximate value of the probate assets (real property
and personal property) unless (i) the testamentary instrument expressly waives
bond as to the proposed personal representative, or (ii) all residuary beneficiaries
under the testamentary instrument have filed written waivers of bond, or (iii) the
petition seeks only the probate of the testamentary instrument as a muniment of
title and without the issuance of letters of authority.




A copy of the testamentary instrument must be attached as an exhibit to the
petition. The original testamentary instrument must be tendered to the Circuit Court
Clerk within 5 business days after filing the petition.

(b) Petitions to Administer Intestate Estates. A verified petition to administer an
intestate estate must include all of the information required by statute and these
Rules.

The petition must contain a paragraph that identifies the names, addresses, ages,
and relationships to the decedent of all the decedent’s intestate heirs under Tenn.
Code Ann. § 31-2-104. The petition must include sufficient explanation to enable
the court to understand why the petitioner asserts that such persons are intestate
heirs. For example, to the extent that the circumstances require further
explanation, the petitioner must provide details such as the decedent’s (i) marital
status at the time of death, (ii) surviving spouse and children, (iii) predeceased
children who left surviving descendants, (iv) surviving and deceased parents, (v)
surviving siblings, (vi) predeceased siblings who left surviving descendants, (vii)
surviving grandparents, and (viii) deceased grandparents who left surviving
descendants.

The petition must inform the court if any heir is under disability and represented by
a parent, guardian, custodian, conservator, or attorney in fact under a power of

attorney.
If any names, addresses, ages, or relationships are unknown to the petitioner, the

petition must include an explanation of the reasonable efforts made to obtain the
information.

The petition must state the approximate value of the probate assets (personal
property) unless (i) all intestate heirs have filed written waivers of bond, or (ii) the
petition seeks only the appointment of an administrator ad litem for the limited
purpose of litigation and without the issuance of letters of authority.

(c) Review on Record (Without Hearing). If the petitioner is represented by an attorney,
the attorney may file a request for review and approval of the petition without a
hearing. The request must conform to all applicable guidelines and forms issued by
the court. The review on record option is not available beyond the limited
circumstances and types of proceedings described and authorized in the court’s
guidelines. An attorney may obtain a copy of the guidelines from court staff or the
Circuit Court Clerk.

(d) Hearing of Petition. All petitions must be set for hearing under Local Rule § 39.11,
unless the attorney requests review on record. The petitioner must serve Notice of
the hearing to all Interested Parties.

(e) Service of Process. Petitions to probate testamentary instruments in common form
or to administer intestate estates are not Adversary Proceedings and do not require
Service of Process. Petitions to probate testamentary instruments in solemn form
are Adversary Proceedings and require Service of Process.

(f) Status Report Requirement. All persons who have been issued letters of authority,
other than to administer small estates, must file a status report updating the court
on what is left to be done to fully administer the estate, and estimating how much
time it will take, on the date which is 15 months after the date of the appointment,
and then annually thereafter until the court enters an order closing the estate.




§ 39.04 [Deleted]

A petition to establish a conservatorship or for the appointment of an expedited limited
healthcare fiduciary must be verified and contain the information required by statute and these
Rules.

The petitioner must effect Service of Process on the respondent as required by statute.

The petitioner must provide Notice to the respondent’s closest relatives, defined by statute,
and the person or institution having care and custody of the respondent, or with whom the
respondent lives. The petitioner must also provide Notice to any other Interested Parties.

The court will enter an order either appointing or waiving a guardian ad litem and an attorney
ad litem and setting the petition for hearing.




§ 39.06 Guardianships

A petition to establish a guardianship for a minor must be verified and contain the
information required by statute and these Rules.

The petitioner must effect Service of Process on the minor as required by statute.

The petitioner must provide Notice to the minor’s closest relatives, defined by statute, and
the person or institution having care and custody of the minor, or with whom the minor lives.
The petitioner must also provide Notice to any other Interested Parties.

The court will enter an order either appointing or waiving a guardian ad litem and setting
the petition for hearing.

— 8§ 39.07 -__ Sale of Real Property

The real property interests of decedents, respondents under conservatorships, and minors
under guardianships may be sold as follows:

(a) Decedent’s Estate: — When Court Approval Not Required.

a)—Petitionto-SeH-Real-Preperty+Fiduciaries-who-desire- (i) If the
decedent’s estate is testate and solvent and the instrument admitted to probate
expressly brings the decedent’s real property into the probate estate subject to
administration by the personal representative, then court approval is not required
to sell real property-ef-.

(ii) If the decedent’s estate is testate and solvent and the instrument admitted to
probate does not expressly bring the decedent’s real property into the probate
estate subject to administration by the personal representative, then the personal
representative does not have the authority to sell the real property and the
beneficiaries of the real property may sell the real property without court approval.

(iii) If the decedent’s estate is intestate and solvent, then the personal
representative does not have the authority to sell the real property and the
decedent’s heirs may sell the real property without court approval.

(b) Decedent’s Estate — When Court Approval Required.

(i) If the decedent’s estate is testate and insolvent and the instrument admitted to
probate does not expressly bring the decedent’s real property into the probate
estate subject to administration by the personal representative, then the personal
representative may petition the court to bring the real property into the probate
estate to be sold to pay the estate’s financial obligations. This is an Adversary
Proceeding.

The petitioner must effect Service of Process on all beneficiaries of the real property

under the instruments admitted to probate and anyone else who claims an interest
in the real property, and give Notice to all Interested Parties.




(ii) If the decedent’s estate is intestate and insolvent, then the personal
representative may petition the court to bring the real property into the probate
estate to be sold to pay the estate’s financial obligations. This is an Adversary
Proceeding.

The petitioner must effect Service of Process on all heirs and anyone else who claims
an interest in the real property, and give Notice to all Interested Parties.

(c) Respondent Under Conservatorship — Court Approval Required.

A conservator may not sell a deecedent-orwardrespondent’s interest in real property
without court approval. The conservator must file a verified petition to ebtainCourt
approvak—However—exeeutors—expressiy—authorized—under—sell real property. The
petition must establish that the proposed sale either (i) is in the respondent’s best
interest, or (ii) is necessary to pay the respondent’s financial obligations.

The petitioner must effect Service of Process on anyone who claims an interest in
the real property, and give Notice to all Interested Parties, including the respondent.

(d) Minor Under Guardianship - Court Approval Required.
A guardian may not sell a wilte—sellreal-estatearenotrequired—to—obtainCeurt

approvakminor’s interest in real property without court approval. The guardian
must file a verified petition to sell real property. The petition must establish that the
proposed sale either (i) is in the minor’s best interest, or (ii) is necessary to pay the
minor’s financial obligations.

1—Deeedent—s—Estate—The ﬁerseﬁa—representatwegetltlone must fHe—a—ver-red

and%eeeests—ef—aemwnstratreﬁe#the—deeedent—s—estate—effect Serwce of Process shaH
be-givente-altpersenson anyone who weuld-inherit-the-real-preperty-ifnotseldand
alt-persens—<elaimingclaims an interest in the real property—, and give Notice to all
Interested Parties—shal+receiveNotice—.

3—tisting-Agreement:—(e) Order Granting Petition to Sell Real Property; Contract
Requirements.

_ Unless the €eurtcourt expressly erdersdirects otherwise, ifany order granting a
petition to sell real property must authorize the fiduciary to obtain an appraisal, list
the real property for sale, market the property, and enter into a petition—to—selt
contract for sale of the real property-efa-deceased's-estate-or. Any contract for sale
of a-ward-inathe real property must list the fiduciary as the seller (on behalf of the

decedent s estate respondent under conservatorshlpL or minor under guardlanshlp

subject-property—mustexpressly-). Any contract for sale of the real property must
expressly and conspicuously state that the prepesed-sale of the real property is
Subject to Court Approval. _The fiduciary must sign the contract for sale in a
fiduciary capacity and not in an individual capacity.

4—(f) Motion to Approve Sales Contract:—6ree When Court Approval Required; Post
Closing Requirements.

For sales of real property in which court approval is required, when the fiduciary
enters into a prepesedsales contract—te—sell+eal-estate-is—ebtained;, the fiduciary
must file and serve a motion mmust-befiled—and-—served—pursuant-to approve the
contract under Local RuleRules §§ 26 te-ebtain-Courtapprovaland 39.13, and give




Notice shalt-be—given—to all Interested Parties—A, including the respondent if in a
conservatorship.

The fiduciary must attach to the motion, (i) a copy of the sales contract-shalt-be
attached-te, and (ii) the metienateng-with-aCounty Assessor of Property’s report of
the real property’s assessed value ef—the—preperty—by—theCounty—-Assesser—of
Property—the—Ceurt—may—alse—reqtire —one—or—more—

or a professional

appraisalsappraisal of the real property.-Anyprepoesed
The fiduciary may not close the sale of the real property until the court approves

the sales contract-ef-sate-must-be-approved.

Except in a decedent’s estate in which inventory is waived by the-Courtprior
tecourt order, within 30 calendar days after closing_of the sale, the fiduciary must
file (i) a copy of the HUD-1 or ALTA settlement statement and (ii) an inventory
showing the amount and location of the funds received from the sale of real

property.

39.08 Deleted

§ 39.09 Adversary Proceedings

Adversary Proceedings are civil actions to which the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure,
Tennessee Rules of Evidence, and these Local Rules_apply. A party may initiate an Adversary
Proceeding/Eivil-Actien by the-filing ef-a petitien-ercomplaint pursuantteT-R-CP3with-serviee
ef—preeess—servedor Detltlon and effectlnq Serwce of Process on all defendantsfrespendents

}nterested—Party—nmeﬂs—net—a—pJantlff—eedefendant—mor respondents under Tenn R Civ. P 4.

The party who initiates the Adversary Proceeding must also serve Notice of the Adversary
Proceeding on all Interested Parties who are not defendants or respondents, but is not required
to provide any further not|ce to Interested Partles unless they mtervene in the Adversary
Proceedlng v y v




If an Adversary Proceeding/Eivil-Action- is filed under the same docket number as a pending

decedent’s estate, conservatorship, or guardianship, the court may require the Adversary

Proceeding to be assigned a new docket number and separately litigated.

& 39.10—Guardianadlitem* Guardians Ad Litem

a=(a) The Court willmay appoint a—G&aJFd-laH—ad—HWH—&peﬁ—t—he—ng—ef—a—peﬁﬂeﬁ—te

aapefﬁt—afeﬂsewate*%or Gua v
guardian—theCeurtmay-waive the appomtment of a G&ardﬁﬁguardla n ad litem +f='
good—causewhen a petition is shewn-filed to appoint a guardian, conservator, or
expedited limited healthcare fiduciary.

(b) The Court may_also appoint a Guardianguardian ad litem in matters-any matter:

fb)-__ involving the sale, improvement, or mortgage of any real property in
WhICh a minor or other person under dlsab|l|ty has an |nterest %ﬂ%a%ters

- involving the sale or disposition of personal property;

- involving possible impropriety by a fiduciary;Fhe-Guardian

- concerning unauthorized encroachments or questionable management by a
fiduciary; or

- in any matter if the court believes appointment of a guardian ad litem shalto

be in the best interest of a minor, incompetent, absentee, unknown heir, or
Interested Party, or to further the administration of justice.

€:(c) The guardian ad litem must conduct an inquiry and file a report with the

Ceurtcourt at least three{3} business days priertebefore the hearing. The report
shatimust contain the information required by statute and these Rules, and suehany
additional information the Ceurt-mayreguirecourt requires or the Guardianrguardian

ad litem deems necessary. RepertsareteThe report should be brief ard-te-thepeint
unless the complexities of the case require greaterdetaitotherwise.

8§ 39.11—_ Setting, Striking, and Continuing Hearings=




(a) The Judge’s staff schedules hearings on petitions to appoint guardians,
conservators, and expedited limited healthcare fiduciaries. The court enters orders
setting these hearings.

(b) Attorneys and self-represented litigants may schedule hearings of their motions
(other than dispositive motions) and petitions (other than petitions to appoint
guardians, conservators, and expedited limited healthcare fiduciaries) on the court’s
recurring dockets so long as the hearing is expected to take no more than 20
minutes. Hearings are set by Notice to all Interested Parties. The attorney or self-
represented litigant who scheduled the hearing may also strike or continue the
hearing by Notice to all Interested Parties.

(c) Any hearing that is expected to take more than 20 minutes and all hearings for
dispositive motions must be specially set. The Judge'’s staff will designate available
special settings by e-mail or online calendar. If all Interested Parties agree to
schedule a hearing on an available special setting, they may submit an agreed order
(signed by all Interested Parties or their counsel of record) to schedule the hearing.
Otherwise, the attorney or self-represented litigant who wishes to schedule the
specially set hearing must file a motion to set the hearing, with Notice to all
Interested Parties.

(d) If a hearing has been specially set, no attorney or self-represented litigant may
unilaterally strike or continue the hearing. If all Interested Parties agree to strike
or continue the hearing, they may submit an agreed order (signed by all Interested
Parties or their counsel of record) striking or continuing the hearing. Otherwise, the
attorney or self-represented litigant who wishes to strike or continue the hearing
must file a motion to strike or continue the hearing, with Notice to all Interested
Parties.

& 39.12— Petitions for Elective Share, Year's Support, Homestead, and
Exempt Property+

a=(a) Notice—and-Initiation—of-Petition-Netice shal-begivern—te—the—_and Notice.

When a surviving spouse requests an elective share, year’s support, homestead, or
exempt property, the surviving spouse must give Notice to the estate’s personal
representative—ef—the—estate, the attorney of record, and all interested—parties
{Interested Parties, including any creditors if the estate is or may bebecome
insolventy—hat. If the surviving spouse irtends—te—asserta—<claimforanElective
Share—Year's-Suppert,Homestead;and/for ExemptProperty—IHthe-is the estate’s
personal representative-is, the surviving-speuse;court may appoint an administrator

may-beappeinted-ad litem.
(b) Prereqw5|tes for Fmal Hearlnq%nﬁaﬂflam%fePEleeHVe—Shafe—‘éean—Suppefe

7—2—hGHFS—p<FIGT—E63 business davs before the flnal hearmg afrestfmate of an any petition

for an elective share, year’s support, homestead, or exempt property, each party
must submit to the court, the opposing party, and all Interested Parties:

- a calculation of the value of the net estate-and

- a written propesal—reflecting—proposed amount to be awarded to the
surviving spouse, that includes

= the amount and percentage ferof an Elective-Share;—elective share,

= the amount for ¥ear's-Suppert-year’'s support,
= the amount of Hemestead,—and-homestead,




= the amount of ExemptProperty—which—thesurviving-spouseshould
be-awarded-—Thispropesal-shall-containexempt property, and

)" the parties’ stipulations-by-theparties,
if any, as to the values attributableto-of the assets to-be

considered in eemputingthe Elective Share,Years-Suppert,
Homestead-or-ExemptPropertyarriving at the proposed award.

8§ 39.13— Motions:

et—her—days—as—dea@aated—by—t—he—ee&rt—Motlons must be in wr|t|ng and shaH—eereFm—te—t-he

reguirements—ef-comply with Local Rule § 26. _Parties represented-by-ceunsel-shal-previdewho

are ODDosed to the motlon must ﬁle and serve written responses a&reqwred%aﬁee&ﬂ%tﬂe%&

W y y v eunder Rules

§§ 26. 04(9—wHe|%prewées—thaFd) and (e), or the court will con5|der the motion to be
unopposed.

Other than motlons shaHﬁatmemaHeaHyebegraﬂtedﬂFaﬂnmttemrespeﬂseﬂ&ﬁeeemd%meeﬁ

i i i i whi y fiduciary
or attornev fees (see LocaI Rule § 39. 14(b)—+ﬁ)), for all matters wh+ehthat reqwre the court’s

discretionary approval-ef, the €eurt;movant’s attorney (or the movant if the movant is self-
represented) should appear at the hearing and be prepared to present the motion-with-.

If no response to a motion is timely filed, and the movant believes the anticipatiermotion is

unopposed, the Ceurt—wil-have—questions—concerningmovant should file a proposed order

granting the matter{s)atissue—Unlesspermissienis-ebtainedfremmotion before the Ceurt+e
withess-shahl-testify-duringscheduled hearing.

The court, in its discretion, may grant unopposed motions before the Friday-MetionBecket:
scheduled hearing. If the court enters an order granting an unopposed motion before the
scheduled hearing, or if the motion is on the fee docket and no written response is filed, then it
is not necessary for the movant or the movant’s attorney to appear for the hearing.

8§ 39.14 -__ Fiduciary and Attorney Fees-efFiduciaries-and-Atterneys:

a=(a) Court Approval of Fees:.

1. Beeedent—sDecedents Estates }naeeeeéeﬁe&estate—aﬁdwwth%heexeepﬂen

{see—l:eeaJ—Ru+e%9—1r4€<39—aHy— ny request for a—fee—shaH—be—ereseﬁted—by
Metienfiduciary or attorney fees in a decedent’s estate must be by motion,
supported by affidavitsaffidavit or declaration, and #when applicable, billing

statements and receipts, with apprepriateservice-efallsachNotice of the motion
and supporting documents upento all Interested Parties.

2. Conservatorships—and, Guardianshipsz, and Expedited Limited Healthcare
Fiduciary Cases. In conservatorships—and, guardianships—erty—any—persen—or
party—whether—the, and expedited limited healthcare fiduciary cases, no
conservator, guardian, attorney, petitioner, guardian ad litem, or whemever;
reguesting—thatanyone else, may spend or receive, as fees—er, expenses—be
charged—against, or paid—by—the—respendent—wardotherwise, any of a
respondent’s or theirestate;shal-ebtainward’s funds without court approval-ef
the-Courtpriortopayment-orreceipt-ef sueh-fee—Anypersen.

2-Anyone who pays any-such-feefees or expenses out of-the-funds-ofa—minor;
incempetent——respondent, or ward——inotherwise spends a




(b)

conservatershiprespondent’'s or guardianshipward’s funds without express
Cewurtcourt approval may be personally liable for the funds-advanreed, and for all
reasonable and necessary costs, fees, and expenses resulting from suehthe
unauthorized disbursement.

When Motion Is Required. Inthose-matters Unless these rules allow for whicha fee

(c)

application W|thout a motlonﬂs—requwed—metrens, all reguest for fees expensesandﬁ

partyesha#bemust be made bv motlon flled served and deeketeekaeeerdmg%ei
for heannq under LocaI RuteRules §§ 26 and 39. 13—prevrded—hewever—sueh—me&ens

The notice of hearing of a fee or expense request motion must expressly state in bold

print:

b-THIS MOTION IS EXPECTED TO BE HEARD AT 16:60—A: .M.
CENTRAL TIME ON FRIDAY ;, 20—, IN
COURTROOM 468;—HOWEVER; . IF A WRITTEN RESPONSE IS NOT
FILED BY 1+1:59p-m—€STON4:30 P.M. CENTRAL TIME 7 CALENDAR DAYS
BEFORE THE MONDAYPRECEDING-DATE OF THE HEARING-BATE, THE COURT
WILL REVIEW THE FEE REQUEST WITHOUT FHE-NEECESSIFY-OFA HEARING.

Review the chamber rules and other written guidelines for the particular court in which
the case is pending to determine the applicable time, date, and courtroom for that
court’s motion hearings.

If an opposing party timely files a written response, the court will hold a hearing on
the motion and may refer the matter for further proceedings before a Probate Court
Master.

If no response is filed, the court still must determine whether the fees, expenses, or
costs are reasonable and necessary, but no one need appear to present the motion.
The court will review the motion, affidavit or declaration, and other supporting
documents, and act on the fee request without a hearing. If the court needs further
information or a hearing, the court’s staff will notify the movant’s attorney (or the
movant if the movant is self-represented).

When Motlon is Not Reqwred - Fee Appllcatlon"—GnﬂsertamﬂaeeaaeﬁHwﬁhJehe

SpeerﬁeaJW—aFHae—e&neluﬁen—ef—hearmgs—m—wmeh—the—ee&Ft— When the court

approves a petition to create a conservatorship;_or guardianship or to appoint an
expedited limited healthcare fiduciary, and in  eertainsome  other
instaneescircumstances, the court mav expressly d+reeted—by—t—l=re—€eu+=t—t—he—€e&remay
direct thea person a
their-to file a “fee aDpllcatlon rather than a motlon for reasonable and necessary

fees incurred te—date,—tofile—a—Fee-Application"—n-tiewand for costs and expense

reimbursement.

The applicant must serve Notice of a-metion—FheFee-Apphcation-shall-beserved-upen
Interested-Parties;—along-with-the application and supporting documents;—with-the on




(d)

all Interested Parties, including notice that the Ceurt—shalicourt will review and act
wpenon the Fee-Apptlicatienapplication without the-reeessity-ef-a hearing. Ynless-ene
is

€=Fee applications are allowed only when the court expressly directed-by-the Court

te-fileaFeeApplication-inHeu-ofa—moetiendirects. Otherwise, all fee and expense
requests shewldmust be presentedmade by motion pursuantteunder Local RuleRules

88 26 with-apprepriatenetice-of aproposed-hearing-datesand 39.13.
Fe-rm—ef—Motlon and Fee Appllcatlon Feemquest&skmﬂ%set—fettl%mamanﬁer

(e)

#em%he@f%Hh&Meﬂe&e&Fe&App%aﬁeﬁshaH All motlons for fees and expenses

and fee applications must state-:

- the total fee requested;;

- the total hours worked;;

- the hourly rate charged;<and;

- the total ef-expenses requested, if any;—ateng-with-such-ether—; and

- facts as+may-be-necessary to support the fees and/er expenses requested.-Fhe
Mot Foc Applicati |

Expense reimbursements should be supported by apprepriate-receipts.

Motions for fees and expenses and fee applications must be supported by affidavits;
reeeipts,—if—apphcable,—and—billing—statement—AH—_or declarations with billing
statements er—affidavits—shall-temize—a—brief-deseription—efthe-listing the service
providers, dates of service, services rendered;the-timeexpended-and-date-of serviee;
respectively—Fhe-provided, and time spent.

&:-The person requesting a—fee-has—theburden—efproef-tefees and expenses must
establish the—reasenableress—and-neecessity—of-thefeethat they are reasonable and

necessary and why sueh-fee-andrelated-expenses-they should be charged against a
deeedent'sthe decedent’s or ward’s estate or a—ward—ef—a—conservatership—or
guardianship—other party.

Written-Fee and expense request forms are available from the Circuit Court Clerk.

Written Consent to Fees and Expenses in Solvent Decedents’ Estates Only. When a

decedent’s estate (i) is solvent, and (ii) all its residuary beneficiaries are competent
adults or entities or persons represented by authorized fiduciaries (iii) who have
consented to specific fees and expenses stated in a signed written consent—Fe-Fees
and—Expenses——————— (Decedent's——Fstates———Only)-

GGHFE court approval sha#of the fees and expenses is not berequlred#a#Feadua%y

deeketedafeeappllcatlon under Local Rules 8§ 39 14 (c) and (d) W|thout a motlon or
hearmg—p%ewded—t—hat—a#— The ﬁduC|arv or attornev must attach the re5|duary

?heebeneﬁaanes wrltten consents musebeusuppeftedfbyeafhappfeﬁﬁateto the fee
application, and the fiduciary’s or attorney’s affidavit or declaration that expressly
states:

All residuary beneficiaries are competent adults or entities or persons
represented by authorized fiduciaries and have expressly consented to the
specific feefees and expenses requested, the estate is solvent, and the
approval and payment of the fees being-and te-berequested-shalexpenses
will not result in an insolvent estate or the inability to pay any valid creditor
claims ef-erediters—he-foeregeingor any expenses of administration.




e:This procedure shalis not be-available if the estate is insolvent €or isreasenably
likely to become insolventy—er—if—any—residuary—beneficiary—is—a—miner—eor
incompetent.

f-(f) Fee and Expense Requests in Conservatorships—-an€, Guardianships=, and Expedited

Limited Healthcare Fiduciary Cases.

1.

N

Initial Request-ferFees+-Anypersen—oerparby—desiring. Anyone who wishes to
have theirfees or expenses paid by the respondent/ward-shal, minor, or any
other party must inform the Ceurtcourt of suechthe request at the hearing
whereirin__which the GGtH‘ECOUI’t elther ereatesgrants or dismisses a

te-toealRule 39-14{e)—the petition.

The court will direct the person to file the fee and expense request either by

motion under Local Rule § 39.14(b), or by fee application under Local Rule §

39.14(c).

Interim Requests. During the ongoing administration of a conservatorship,

guardianship, or expedited limited healthcare fiduciary case, all interim fee and
expense requests must be made by motion under Local Rule § 39.14(b), with
Notice to all Interested Parties.

Interim fee and expense requests should not be made more than quarterly,
unless there is good cause for a more frequent request.

3. Final Request-ferFees:. When a conservatorship-erguardianship-isirexistenece
and-an-inaterimreguest, guardianship, or expedited limited healthcare fiduciary
case is to be closed, anyone requesting that fees or expenses be paid by the
respondent, minor, or any other party must file a motion under Local Rule §
39.14(b), with Notice to all Interested Parties, before the case is closed. The
court must enter an order or orders determining all motions for fees and
expenses either before or concurrent with the order closing the case.

Do not file one motion to both approve fees and expenses and close the case;
those matters require separate motions and orders. The court may deny any
motion or application for fees or expenses filed after a case is made;—suehclosed
unless good cause is shown for the late filing.

(a) —9+———Fee and Expense Requests in Becedent'sDecedents’ Estates.

1.

N

+—Interim Fee—Requests:. Interim fee and expense requests fer—fees
shalimust be presentedto-the Ceurt-made by Metiermotion under Local Rule §
39.14(b), with service-enNotice to all Interested Parties-pursuanttotecal-Rute

Unless good cause is shown—te—justify—etherwise, requests by—the—personal

representative{s)y-ertheirlegal-counsel-ferfees—orfor fiduciary or attorney fees
and expenses in—decedent's—estates—shalshould be pFeseﬂtedmade annually

feHewrﬁg—aﬁpFevaJ—efafter the most recent annual accounting;_is approved or, if
accountings are waived, atsueh-time-aswhen an annual accounting would have

been made-if-accountings-had-notbeenwaived.

2—Final Fee-Requests. Al-persens-orparties-desiring-to-have-their Anyone

requesting that fees or expenses be paid by or charged against thea decedent’s
estate shalor by any other party must file a Metier—pursuanttemotion under
Local Rule 39-14{b)-priorte-theclosing-of-the-estate—Al-€laimsg 39.14(b), with
Notice to all Interested Parties, before the case is closed. The court must enter
an order or orders determining all motions for fees and expenses are—+te—be

determined-and-setforth-inan-oerderpriortoeither before or concurrent with the
order closing the estate—Metionste-SetFeescase.




Do not file one motion to both approve fees and expenses and close the case;
those matters require separate motions and orders. The court may deny any
motion or application for fees or expenses filed after the-clesingofa
decedent's—estate-may-be-barreda case is closed unless good cause is shown

for the late filing.

h=(h) Notlce to Interested Parties. Aﬂﬂeresteﬁlaree&shaﬂwpﬁ#aﬁw%e

Anvone ﬂlmq a mot|on for fees or exDenses under Local Rule & 39. 14(b) must Drowde
Notice of the motion, all supporting documents, and of the date and time of the
prepesed-hearing and-a-—cepy-of the motion ard-attachmentsto all Interested Parties.

Anyone filing a fee application under Local Rule 39.14(c) must provide Notice of the
application, all supporting documents, and that the court will review and act on the
application without a hearing to all Interested Parties.

& 39.15—_ Inventories, Accountings, and Closing efDecedents’ Estates:

(a) Fidueiaries—shalThe personal representative must file an initial inventory—and
thereaftermake, then file annual accountings with—thePrebate-CourtClerk-until the

estate is fully administered and closed. Fergeed-causeshown,—the-CeurtThe court

may extend or shorten the time for filing the inventory, interim or final accountings-
for good cause.

a=Accountings, or inventories, or both, may be waived (i) by the €eurtcourt for good
cause—shown—Furthermeore;; (ii) by an express provision in deeedent's—estates

aeeetmtrng&ma%b&wwedﬂ#the deeedeﬁesdecedent s wHIwawes, or (iii) by the

(b) SepiesThe personal representative, or the personal representative’s attorney, must
give copies of alithe inventory, interim and final accountings;—interim-erfiral,arete

be-furnished to all Interested Parties-by-thepersenalrepresentative.

b=(c) A decedent’s estate may be closed without a final accounting or theiratterney
ef-reeerd—motion to close if:

(i) the estate is solvent; and

(ii) the period for filing creditor claims has expired; and

(iii) the following have been filed in the record:

(a) Statement of proper distribution from each personal representative
(also known as Statement in Lieu — Personal Representative);

(b) Specific bequest receipt from each beneficiary of a specific bequest
under the testamentary instruments admitted to probate (if any);

(c) Receipt and waiver of final accounting from each residuary distributee
of the estate (also known as Statement in Lieu — Distributee);




(d) Proof of payment, withdrawal, or dismissal (such as a receipt, release,
withdrawal, or dismissal order) for each creditor claim;

(e) Proof of fiduciary’s authority to sign (if a fiduciary has signed a receipt
or waiver; for example: copy of trust or trust certification if trustee is a
beneficiary, copy of letters of guardianship if minor is a beneficiary, copy
of letters testamentary or of administration if beneficiary is deceased,
or copy of power of attorney or letters of conservatorship if incompetent
person is a beneficiary);

(f) TennCare release (if the decedent was age 55 or older at death);

(g) Tennessee inheritance tax release (if the decedent died before 2015);
and

(h) Proposed order to close the estate.

8§ 39.16—_Orders and Decrees

In addition to etherprevisiens-ef-Local Rule § 33, which applyapplies to Probate Court:

a=(a) Orders whichthat waive bond, inventory, or accountings shaltmust expressly set
ferthstate the grounds for suehthe waiver.

b=(b) IAny order that states the basis efafor the court’s ruling is—setferth—r—an
erder;,—sueh—shal-bemust state it correctly stated-and without recitatien—tereciting
matters whiehthat did not occur or findings whieh—werethe court did not made-by
theCourt—make.

€z(c) All orders-shallorders should state the date the matter was heard {or docketed
for hearing), and be presentedsubmitted to the Ceurtcourt within seven+{7} calendar
days thereafterafter the hearing unless the court grants additional time-is-expressty
granted-by-the-Court—, If the petitioner or movant expects the petition or motion to
be uncontested, the petitioner or movant should file the proposed order before the
hearing.

8§ 39.17—_Instructing Clerk to Invest Funds:

__ The PrebateCircuit Court Clerk shatwill invest funds in an interest bearing aeeeuntsaccount

only when there is a specific ©rderorder directing it to de-se—Such-orders-should-suggest-the
peried-of-timeinvest the funds sheuld-be-invested—Al-sueh-erdersin an interest bearing account.

The order must esrtaininclude the full legal name;address-and-secial-securibynumberof of

the person whose funds are being invested and, if the person is a minor under a guardianship,
the date of the minor’s 18th birthday.

The party ordered to deposit funds with the Circuit Court Clerk must also provide certain
conf|dent|al stat|st|cal data reqardlnq the person{s—) or person s whose funds are being invested-
_Oon a separate
“Statlstlcal Sheet" that is ﬁled under seal. See Local Rule 8§ 6. 07 The Statistical Sheet form is
available in the Circuit Court Clerk’s office or on its website.

8 39.18)yearsof age-shall-bestated-inthe-order— Chamber Rules

7th Circuit Court is designated with probate jurisdiction. However, some probate and related
cases may be assigned or transferred to other divisions of the Circuit Court by agreement of the
judges. In addition to these Rules, parties and attorneys should review and follow the chamber
rules and other written guidelines for the particular court in which the case is pending.




RULE 40 THE BUSINESS COURT DOCKET PILOT PROJECT

In 2015, the Tennessee Supreme Court created the specialized Business Court Docket Pilot
Project to expeditiously resolve complex business and commercial disputes and to create a
uniform body of business law in Tennessee.

The Business Court Docket is governed by the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure, the
Tennessee Rules of Evidence, and these Local Rules, as well as the Guide to the Business Court
Docket, which establishes case eligibility criteria, Business Court Docket designation request
procedures, and litigation plan requirements. The Guide to the Business Court Docket, Request
for Designation forms, Business Court decisions, and other information about the Business Court
Docket are available at https://www.tncourts.gov/bizcourt.




